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General Department, 


STRAY LEAVES FROM AN AUTOGRAPH | 
COLLECTION. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JOSIAH BARTLETT, OF N 
H., DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


Wm. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett. 


Portsmovtu, 15th Sept., 1776. 


| 


My pear Sir: Being extremely anxious | 
to know how matters are going on, I was| 
much disappointed by not receiving a letter 
from you last post. The acco’ we have from | 
N. York are very imperfect & confused, | 
tho’ it seems to be settled that our Troops | 
have quitted Long Island. The consequence | 
I fear will be that they must also evacuate | 
York. I have had a hint that Congress 
have directed Gen! Washington not to de- 
stroy that City, if he sho’ be obliged to} 
leave it. Is this right? Why sho‘ we be} 
so careful to furnish the Enemy with con- | 
venient Winter Quarters? It appears to 
me that the Consequence will be that the 
States will be put to the Expence of five if 
not ten times the value of that cursed City, | 
which ought to have been destroyed long 
ago. 

A Letter from the President* requiring 
some men from this State, to reinforce the 
army, came to hand yesterday, just after 
the adjournment of the Gen! Court. How- | 
ever, as many of the members had not gone | 
off, they collected & came to a Resolution 
to raise 1000 men. Orders were accord-| 
ingly sent to the Colonels of the Melitia, | 
immedi: itely, to draught their respective | 
proportions, & I hope they will in a few 
days be on their march, Col. Thornton is| 
elected our Colleague. He has not yet} 


| 
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given his answer, but 1 am in no doubt he 
will accept. In that case, I suppose we shall 


| set off together, about y* 10 October. 


In my last I informed you that Mr. Lang- 
don was gone to Providence, to get guns, 
| not doubting he wo! succeed, but he has re- 
| turned, much disappointed. "Has been most 
shamefully trifled with by the Naval Com- 
mittee (as they call themselves.) It seems 


| this Committee consists of twelve men, five 
|or six of whom are owners of the furniss. 


They (the Naval Committee) agreed that 
‘L. sho’ have the guns that they had 
provided for one of the ships under their 
| direction, on condition that he wo! contract 
with the Owners of the Furniss to replace 
them. This he consented to, but when he 
come to talk with these Gent", they declined 
contracting with him, as agent, but if he 
wo" contract in his private character, they 
wo" furnish him with the Guns at £100 
Law! mo® p’ Ton, half the money to be paid 


| on signing the Contract, & Interest for the 


remainder till paid. Mr. Langdon looking 


|on these Proposals as a great Indignity of- 
fered Congress, & a gross insult to him, 
| quitted them, & damns them for a set of 


I really think the conduct of these 
Mr. Langdon 
great pains to furnish them with 
masts, & they gave him encouragement 
that they would furnish him with Guns, but 
when they had got the masts they care but 


has taken 


little about the other part of the bargin. 


I don’t know what money these Gent" 
| have had towards building the Ships, but I 
think as they are so scrupulous of the Hon- 


jour of Congress, their acco’ ought to be 


| settled before they have any more money. 
I dont see how this Ship is to go to sea this 
winter unless Guns are sent from Philad’*, 
or a positive order from the Marine Com- 











74 HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. (March, 





mittee for some of those Guns at Provi- 
dence, which will be laying there all winter 
useless, unless ordered for some other Ship, 
as it is impossible both those Ships sho be 
man’d this year. 

It seems there are many complaints about 
the Maratime Courts. The Court here has 
acquited a Vessell that ought to be con- 
demned, & other Courts condemn Vessells 
that ought to be acquitted. Mr. Sheaf has 
had a Ship condemned at Providence, as 
British Property ; she was bound from the 
West Indies for London. His property was 
transferred, to prevent her being seized by 
British ships. I really think his case hard ; 
he intends to petition Congress, Another 
Ship, belonging to Capt. Sear of this town, 
under the same circumstances, is to be try’d 
at Salem to morrow. If this Ship shot be 
condemned, the Owners of her will also ap- 
ply to Congress, so it’s probable you'll have 
business enough of this sort on your hands. 

Your family were well yesterday, as I 
was informed by Major Philbrook, by whom 
I sent the money. I suppose Mr. J. Adams 
is by this time on his way home. If he is 
still with you Present my Regards to him. 

I am Sincerely Yours 
W* Wuirrte. 


’m. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett. + 
Portsmoutn, 23 Sept., 1776. 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 3° inst did 
not come to hand until the 20", owing I 
suppose to some interruption in the passage | ! 
of the post through New York. Our Gen- 
eral Court have issued precepts to call a 
new House on the 23" Dec’ & have adjourned 
to the first week in Nov‘ 

It is currently reported that Congress have 
appointed a Committee to confer with Lord 
Howe, & by what you write I fear it is true. 
What purpose can the conference answer? 
I can conceive of none, unless it be to cause 
divisions among us, amuse the army, & 
give the Enemy an opportunity of taking 
some capital advantage. This no doubt is 
what his Lordship has in view. He tells 
you he is vested with ample Powers to ac- 
ecommodate matters, but cannot treat with 
Congress. Who can he treat with? I be- 
lieve I may answer for him that he will treat 





with any body that will apply to him for 
Pardon. I must confess it grieves (me) 
that that body who are intrusted with the 
Liberties of this extended Continent should 
be led by such Phantoms. Nothing that 
they can do, will, in my opinion, lessen them 
more in the Eyes of the Public; I therefore 
wish it may not be true. 

Three men who were taken in Canada, 
with Gen' Thompson, passed thro’ this town 
yesterday, ‘They made their escape in July, 
were some time among the French inhab- 
itants, by whom they were very kindly 
treated. They came by Arnold’s route to 
Kennebeck. It was reported before they 
left the French Settlement (which was about 
& month ago) that Gen! Thompson had 
sailed for New York, 

A transport was sent in here yesterday, 
by a small Privateer, belonging to New- 
bury. She was bound to St. Vincent, in 
the West Indies, with seven others, for Sol- 
diers. She has on board 20 Chaldron coals 
& 6 months Provisions for 100 men. 

I heard from your family last Friday— 
they were then well, I shall set out in 
about 12 days, but suppose must go over 
Dob’s Ferry, as it’s probable the Enemy 
have possession of York, at least that’s the 
report here. I am very Respectfully Yours 

W* Wuprte. 


I this moment hear that a Vessel is off 
this Harbour, bound to Newbury, 29 days 
from Martinique. She sail’d from thence 
in company with the Reprisal. 


Wm. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett, 
Portsmouth, 12th July, 1778. 

My pear Sir: Your much Esteemed fa- 
vor of the 20" ult? is now before me. The 
evacuation of Philadelphia is an event I had 
been some weeks expecting to hear of. I 
hope (with you) that Congress may find 
some place more commodious than where 
you now are, but I think, was I with you, I 
should not wish to go to Philad* till the hot 
weather was over, nor then if a better place 
could be found, which, in my opinion, is not 
very difficult. But that is a matter not for 
me to judge of, nor is it of much impor t- 
ance where they sit, so long as they continue 
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to. act with that firmness which is so con- 
spicuous in their conduct towards the Brit- 


ish Commissioners, a conduct that must do | 
them Eternal Heaor—no transaction of Con- | 


gress ever gave more General Satisfaction 
in this Quarter, 

We had yesterday some imperfect acco’ 
of a Battle fought on the 28" ult’, in which 
it is said the Enemy left 300 on the field, & 
our army took 100 Prisoners, our loss not 
ascertained. This Victory does not satisfy 
the most sanguine among us, others (with 
whom I place myself) think this, with better, 
will do. I hope we shall soon have a par- 
ticular acco! of all the movements, &c. &e. 

As I am happy in agreeing with you in 
opinion in general, I should be exceedingly 
glad if there-was a coincidence in our senti- 
ments respecting Privateering. I agree 


with you that the privateers have much dis- | 
but had | 


tressed the trade of our Enemies, 
there been no privateers is it not probable 
there would have been a much larger num- 
ber of Public Ships than has been fitted out, 
which might have 
nearly as much & furnished these States 
with necessaries on much better terms than 
they have been supplied by Privateers. 
However I will not contend with you about 
the advantages or disadvantages that have 
been the consequence of that business, all I 
wish to convince you of is that is now at- 
tended with the most pernicious consequen- 
ces, which there would be no need of my 
undertaking, if you were only to pass three 
months in this or any other town where the 
spirit for Privateering rages with such vio- 
lence as it does here. No kind of Business 
can so effectually introduce Luxury, Ex- 
travagance, and every kind of Dissipation, 
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distressed the Enemy 








that tend to the destruction of the morals| 


of people. Those who are actually engaged 
in it soon lose every Idea of right & wrong, 
& for want of an opportunity of gratifying 


their insatiable avarice with the property of 


the Enemies of their Country, will, without 
the least compunction, seize that of her 
Friends. Thus far I am sure you wo! agree 
with me, had you the opportunity before 
mentioned of making your observations, but 
perhaps you may say these are evils attend- 
aut on this business to Soci icty in General. 
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I will ew ‘that to be the case, but then, it 
must be allowed, they will operate with 
more violence in this Country, in its present 
unsettled state, than in a Country where all 
the Powers of Government can be vigor- 
ously exercised. But, besides these, there 
are many other mischiefs that attend this 
business, peculiar to these States, in our pres- 
ent circumstances, Some of the towns in 
this State have been obliged to give 400 
Doll! Bounty (p! man) to serve 3 or 4 
months at Rhoad Island, exclusive of what’s 
allow’d by the State; this is wholly owing 
to privateering. The Farmers cannot hire 
a laborer for less than 50 or 40 Doll* p* 
month, and in the neighbourhood of this 
town, 3 or 4 Dolls pr day, & very difficult 
to be had at that. This naturally raises the 
price of Provision—Indian Corn is not to be 
purchased, under 6 Doll’ pr Bushel. There 
is at this time 5 Privateers fitting out here, 
which I suppose will take 400 men. These 
must be by far the greater part Country- 
men, for the Seamen are chiefly gone, & 
most of them in Hallifax Goal. Besides all 
this, you may depend no public ship will 
ever be manned while there is a privateer 
fitting out. The reason is plain: Those 
people who have the most influence with 
Seamen think it their interest to discourage 
the Public service, because by that they 
promote their own interest, viz, Privateer- 
ing. In order to do this effectually, every 
officer in the public service (I mean in the 


navy) is treated with general contempt, A 
man of any feeling cannot bear this; he 
therefore, to avoid those indignities, quits 


the service, & is caressed. By this means 
all the officers that are worth employing 
will quit the service, and yow'll have the 
Navy (if you think it worth while to keep 
up that show) ofticered by Tinkers, Shoe- 
makers, & Horse Jockeys, and no Gentle- 
man worth employing will accept a Com- 
mission. This you may depend will soon 
be the case, unless Privateering is discour- 
aged, and the Business of the Marine in this 
department more attended to, & conducted 
with more regularity, In short, it would be 
better to set fire to the ships now in port 
than to pretend to fit them for sea, for as 
matters now are (if I am rightly informed 
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and my authority is very good,) the public | are before Congress, will, I flatter myself 
are at an amazing expence to procure men | fully justify the Army in qutting the Island, 
for privateers, for if they (the public ships) | especially as the retreat was effected with- 
get two men one day, they are sure to lose | out any loss on our part. A particular re- 
four the next, who take care to carry off|turn of our loss in the action of the 29" 
with them the advance pay &e. 'no doubt has been forwarded by Gen! Sulli- 
I think I have given you a long chapter|van. Our loss was really very small, con- 
on Privateering, much longer than I in- | sidering the severity of the action, & every 
tended when I began. I “have said the/| one present must allow that no men could 
more on the subject as it is the last time I | behave better than the whole of our army. 
shall trouble you with my sentiments of that | However, the Expedition has failed, & those 
business, and as I have got to the end of} who are not by Contract obliged to continue 
the sheet shall conclude this long scrawl | in the field are returned to their respective 
with my best wishes for your Health & Hap- | homes, waiting the next call. 
piness, & with the fullest assurance that| I find by the newspapers that the French 
I am, Your very affec! Friend &c. | Minister has had the Audience you mention, 
W.W. | &I think it wo! have been full as well not 
: : 'to have given the world so perticular an 
Wm. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett. E acco! of settings, risings, & Setar &e &e 
Portsmouta, 7th Sept., 1778. | &c. The publication of such tr ifling cir- 
My Dear Sir: Your favors of y* 20 & | cumstances can answer no valuable purpose. 
27 July & 18" Augt. were put into my| I am very sensible Congress must be very 
hand on my arrival last evening from Road | hard drove, but I can conceive of no busi- 
Island. A particular account of that expe-|ness that demands attention more than the 
dition, together with the causes of its fail-/Currency & the Marine affairs. Unless 
ure, you undoubtedly have had before this something is done to give stability to the 
time. I shall therefore content myself with currency, your navy will sink to nothing, 
telling you that about 1200 Volunteers and the army will soon become clamorous. 
turned out from N. Hampshire on the ocea-| I have nothing new to give you. The 
tion, & had matters been so circumstanced French fleet are at Boston, refitting, but 
that they could have been called to imme-| the part they will act when fitted for Sea, 
diate action, it’s very probable wo" have been | time only can determine. People in gener: al 
essentially servicable; but those people this way are much disappointed with their 
who engage in the Service for an uncertain past conduct, but I hope their future will 
time generally fix a time in their own minds, ' be more agreable. We have a report that 
& when that time is expired, it is as much Byron is arrived with a fleet at York. If 
impossible to keep them even half an hour, this is true, and no Fleet from France to 
as it is to alter the course of the Sun. This support the Count D’Estaing, I think he 
was the case with the New Hampshire Vol- must be in a bad situation. By next Post 
unteers. After being on the Island a fort-|I may be able to give you some acco! of our 
night they began to be tired, & of course to! State affairs—in the meantime be assured 
go off, so that by the day of the Action scarce that I am, very sincerely 
a man was left of those I was ‘sent to com- Yours, W™ WHIPPLE. 
mand, notwithstanding I used every method 
that I could devise to retain them only 
three days. However, I wo‘ not have you 
suppose that this desertion was peculiar to 
the N. H. Volunteers, for those from the| 
other States acted the same part, so that by Wm. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett. 
the day of the action we had not so many Purtapevrara, 80th Nov’r, 1778, 
men as the Enemy could bring against us.) Dear Sir: I have not received a line 
This circumstance with others, that no doubt | from New Hampshire since my arrival here, 





My respects to Mr. Lovell. I shall write 
him by next post. 


Cou: Bartverr. 
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Mr. Frost who arrived the. 25" Inst Bro’t 
with him an act impowering our Delegate 
to represent the State. Had it been sent 
some time before, the State would not have 
been so long unrepresented, and his coming 
rendered the act less necessary. I wish to 
be informed what number of the Journals 
of Congress have been sent to the State, & 
whether any indexes have been sent to the 
first Volume. 

The Treaties of Alliance &c with France 
are printed, I sent one Book to the Presi- 
dent last week, & shall send one to you by 
the first convenient opportunity. 

Nothing material has happened since your 
departure. The business of Finance goes 
on very slowly. However some of the prin- 
cipal Questions have passed the Committee 
of the Whole, which leads me to hope we 
shall make a considerable progress in this 
important business in a few days. 

A report prevails that there was an action 
between the French Fleet & Admiral Kep- 
pel ye 3 & 4 Oct, & that the former had 
greatly the advantage. This acco! comes 
different ways, but still I think it wants con- 
firmation. 

Col. Allen is here. He tells me the Green 
Mountain Assembly have renounced the y* 
16 towns, and wrote to New Hampshire on | 
the Subject. Young Wheelock is also here 
but I have not seen him—he seems to avoid 
me, I shall write fully on this subject 
shortly. 

Pray let me hear from you as often as| 
possible. If I am to judge of the future by 
past proceedings, I must expect no intelli- 
gence but through the channel of private 
Correspondents, 

I am with great Sincerity yours. 
W* Wurrte. 





Cox: BARTLETT, 


| Winter 


Wm. Whipple to Josiah Bartlett. 


Parmapevpuia, 14th Dee’r, 1778. 

My Dear Sir: Since you left Congress 
Messrs Jay & Duane have taken their seats. 
The first mentioned Gent" was last Thurs- 
day put into the Chair on the resignation of'| 
that very worthy Gent" you left in it. I) 
have so high an opinion of Mr, Laurens that | 
I must confess I exceedingly regreted his| 


leaving the Chair. However, I hope it is 
again well filled. Mr. Jay is a Gent" of ac- 
knowledged abilities and great application. 
I have therefore no doubt the Business will 
be well conducted, so far as it respects” the 
President. 

The Business of finance is in considerable 
forwardness, I hope in a few days more 
the present system will be finished by Con- 
gress, & doubt not the States will do their 
part with alacrity. The Tax will be very 
considerable, perhaps 15 or 18,000.000. This 
seems a large sum, but when we consider 
the immense sum in circulation I cannot 
think it will be difficult to raise, provided 
it is justly proportioned. 

Mr. Wheelock has been here with a num- 
ber of applications, among which is one for 
the Indian School. ‘This is not yet deter- 
mined. Another that Bedel’s Regiment 
might be kept up. This produced an order 
that the Regiment should be immediately 
Disbanded. He also brought a letter from 
a Joseph Marsh, a copy of which I have in- 
closed to Col. Weaver. Mr. Wheelock was 
here some time before I saw him, & from 
some circumstances I thought he avoided 
me, but a day or two ago he favored me 
with a visit, the principal design of which 
was to persuade me that his Father was not 
concerned in the intended revolt of those 
towns on the River; however, he did not 
fully satisfy (me) on that head, 

The Enemy have been up Hudson’s Riv er 
with 50 Transports, burnt a few Transports 
and returned—it is supposed they expected 
to find a quantity of provisions there, but 
they were disappointed. By the last ac- 
counts from New York they still seem to be 
preparing to go off, but the Season is so far 
advanced I cannot think they will go till 
towards Spring—Our Army is going into 
Quarters, 

I have much to say to you about some 
late publications, but tire ‘will not permit 
me at present. I must therefore bid you 
adieu, Yours very Sincerely 

W™ Wuiprrte. 


Coit? BartTLetr. 


P. S. I was a little surprised at a letter 
from the Council of New H: umpshire recom- 
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mending Mr, Temple to ‘Congress, I can- 
not recollect any Gent" of that Board who 
have had an opportunity of being thoroughly 
acquainted with that Gentleman’s character. 
Surety his having formerly been Lieut. Gov‘. 
of New Hampshire can be no recommenda- 
tion. There are many anecdotes of him 
(some of which are well authenticated) that 
renders Mr. Temple’s character at least 
problematical, indeed in some Gentlemen’s 
minds they amount to a conviction of his 
being a tool of the British Court, 
this hereafter. Yours &c., 
a We 


GORDON’S HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 


BY JAMES 8. 


A paper read before the New England Historic-Genea- 
logical Society, May 2, 1860. 

Havine given a vague conception of the 
character of our historian, I will glance at 
the character of his famous “ History of the 
Rise and Progress of the American Revolu- 
tion.” The familiar style of the correspond- 
ence in which these two thousand pages 
are written, vividly exhibiting, as in a pan- 
orama, the exciting scenes as they moved 
onw ard, will make this first ¢ omplete history 
of that contest ever written in this country, 
cagerly sought in every age, and is w orthy 
of special notice. I should state that at least 
three histories of the Revolution were writ- 
ten and published in Great Britain before 
Dr. Gordon’s book appeared. Though the 
sage John Adams remarked of our people, 
that “we were not a reading people, and 
our author would be but little read in his 
day.” I think the present advance of liter- 
ature among us, the growing historical taste, 
the vast increase of population, and the magic 
of remoteness, since the occurrence of the 
great events narrated, will cause this work 
to be read as much as any of our Revolu- 
tionary histories. Dr. Gordon introduces 
agreeable reminiscences and personal anec- 
dote that would not appear in dignified his- 
tory. To cite a specimen: “* For all what 
you Americans say of your loyalty,’ observed 
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Mr. Pratt, afterwards Lord Camden, to Dr. 
Franklin, in 1750, ‘I know you will one 
day throw off your dependence upon this 
country, and, notwithstanding your boasted 
affection to it, will set up for independence.’ 
Franklin answered, ‘ No such idea is enter- 
tained in the minds of the Americans; and 
no such idea will ever enter their heads un- 
less you grossly abuse them, ‘ Very true,’ 
replied Mr, Pratt, ‘that is one of the main 
causes I see will happen, and will produce 
the event.’ Many years subsequently, when 
Franklin was roused to action by the iron 
hand of Parliament, an officer of the crown 
emphasized of him, as one ‘who hissed on 
the colonies against their mother country, ” 
Again: “A gentleman who heard the Rev. 
Mr. Davis relate that Col. Washington had 
mentioned, ‘ he knew of no music so pleasing 
as the whistling of bullets;? being alone 
in conversation with him, at Cambridge, 
asked him whether it was as had been re- 
lated ? The general answered, ‘If I said so, 
it was when I was young” Next to the 
newspapers of the day, this work is the most 

valuable national memorabilia, as it gives 
important relations not stated in our more 
stately histories. The London edition ot 
this work is as a complete diary; the pre- 
cise date of every event being stated on the 
margin of every page. 

Unlike that other British historian, John 
Howard Hinton, who, according to Samuel 
L. Knapp, in the first London edition of his 


| quarto, entirely forgot to make any allusion 


whatever to the battles of Lexington and 
Bunker Hill, which Knapp supplied in the 
American edition, Dr. Gordon exhibits 
particulars of both battles, and a large fund 
of other facts and dates not named by the 
overcareful Hinton, who might as well omit 
all the occurrences, whatever chanced, as 
blot out Lexington and Bunker Hill. More- 
over, I must aver that Gordon’s work as 
largely amplified the truth and falsehood of 
history, as Moore’s “ Diary of the Revolu- 
tion,” a compilation that as freely cites the 
ribald slanders of the royalists, as the sober 
statements of the rebels. U nlike Gordon, he 
has no restraint in naming all his authorities, 
as the events occurred in the last century. 
Within ten years an accumulation of histor- 
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ical materi: al has pemarged from old fi alten | 
such as that of Timothy Pickering, W ash- 
ington’s vigilant Secretary of War and 
State, enough alone to crowd a powder cart 
of chests, that I have seen; together with 
Heath, Dearborn, Belknap’s, and others, all 
contributing rare information for a more 
perfect history than has ever appeared. Be- 
sides the use of such materials, a complete 
diary of the Revolution demands a large 
volume of passages from the Boston papers, 
that do not appear in Moore’s truly w elcome 
work. Certainly the venerable “Cradle of 
Liberty” deserves a recognition, ‘ Oh, for 
a file of newspapers” says Macaulay, “ run- 
ning through the medieval times!” It is 
a misfortune that there are no files of Boston 
newspapers for the seven years’ period of 
the Revolution, in the Library of the New 
York Historical Society. Yet, if Walter 
Scott walked ten miles to obtain a single 
fact for a glorious historical romance, how 
greatly more important that an annalist of 
the Revolution—I do not say that Frank 
Moore did not search these at all—devote | 
several days to the abundant material so | 
readily accessible in Boston. As regards | 
myself, I once rode forty miles to procure 
for publication the loan of a copy of Web- 
ster’s maiden oration, delivered in the eigh- 
teenth year of his age, and returned home 
with it in triumph on the same day. Thanks | 
to the American Antiquarian Society for | 
the generous confidence in the favor. 
Gordon’s simple and unadorned history 
of our rise and progress to independence, 
demands a revised edition. It is said that | 
his manuscript was so anti-loyal that severe | 
expressions were modified, and one hundred | 
pages were omitted in the printed copy. 
His London publishers paid him three hun- 
dred pounds on the sale of the work. It 
appeared in London, in 1788, and has been | 
reprinted twice in America, The author, 
from his arrival here, in 1770, is said to have 
established a corr espondence on our political 
events, in London, Rotterdam, and Paris, 
which prompted the suspicion, it is reported, 
that he was an unfriendly British informer. 
| We shall show that John Adams was of 
opinion that the correspondence was not 
real; but his ardor in our cause soon dis- 
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pe ed the impression, ond be hi id f free access 
to authentic records, besides noting events 
as they occurred. We view Gordon as pe- 
culiarly happy in adopting the mode of fa- 
miliar letters in this history, as it gave him 
freedom in digression upon other events 
that may benefit posterity ; yet his style is 
not elegant. If the massive John Foster, 
in his “ Decision of Character” made more 
than a thousand alterations in twelve pages, 
before publishing his work, and § Samuel 
Rogers absorbed nine years in refining “ Hu- 
man Life,’ and Edmund Burke interlined 
every line of his “Sublime and Beautiful” 
with alterations, how important that histo- 
rians be terse, tasteful, and accurate, in 
writing for posterity. “Our Burke shall 
be tongue, with the garnish of brains,” 
Before our historian had published his 
work, we have been credibly informed that 
he stated to Gen. Greene, it was his deter- 
mination not to disclose his authorities, when 
applied to for explanation. Being inflexible 


| of purpose, he rigidly adhered to this deci- 


sion, which often exposed him to censure. 
Although a democrat of the Adams and 
Hancock school, his severity was so harsh 
towards Hancock, in the Harvard College 
affair, that their friendship for ever ceased, 


land so with Hamilton and Pemberton. 


Our voluminous historian of the Revolu- 
tion, who is a more questionable authority 
in details than in dates, of whom we may 
emphasize,— 


‘That he’s like a palmi-tree, may well be said, 
Having ever a cluster of dates in his head, ” 


thus relates the manner in which Hancock 
became, in 1766, elected: ‘* When the 
choice of members for Boston to represent 


the town in the next General Court was ap- 
| proaching, Mr. John Rowe, a merchant who 


had been active on the side of liberty, in 
matters of trade, was thought of by some 
influential persons. Mr. Samuel Adams 
artfully nominated a. different one, by ask- 
ing with his eyes looking to Mr. John Han- 
cock’s house. ‘Is there not another John 
that may do better ?? The hint took. Mr. 
John Hancock’s uncle was dead, and had 
left a considerable fortune. Mr. Adams 
judged that the fortune would give credit 
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and support to the cause of shorty; the 
popularity would please the possessor, and 
that he might be easily secured by prudent 
management, and might make a conspicu- 
ous figure’ in the band of patriots.” This 
distorted version of John Adams’s relation 
betrays a spirit of loyalty to the crown, for 
Mr. John Rowe was popular with the friends 


of independence, according to Drake’s “ Bos- | 
ton,” and a leading actor among them, He 


was again elected to the court, together 
with Otis, Cushing, Samuel Adams, and 
John Hancock. 

While Gordon is roughly censured for 
many obvious errors in his history, I think 


it is not less accurate, unprejudiced, or impar- | 
tial, than the history of the accomplished Ma- 


caulay, whose great work on England, Hugh 
Miller, in a keen criticism, makes appear 
an unsafe authority, and which the quaint 
Carlyle views as one of the rarest fictions of 
the day. While many lament that Macaulay 
has left but a monumental fragment, it will 


be remembered that he has given a beauti- 
ful relation of the last great revolution of | 


1688, more polished than that of Hume or 
Gibbon. Gordon had none of the happy 
tact of Macaulay in describing historical 
localities. Indeed, Macaulay so agreeably 


enjoyed it, that he would visit a spot for | 


weeks, to give life to his history. Neither 
has Gordon the happy power of Macaulay 
in sketching character. 


detraction. One of our most reliable Rev- | 
olutionary historians, Mr. 
“Field Book of the Revolution,” assures me 
that we have no better authority than Gor- 
don, for the accurate dates of events, as they 
were mostly recorded when they transpired. | 
I will say for Macaulay, however. 
know not any history of England or Amer- 
ica so beautifully infused with lights and | 
shades in the portraiture of eminent men, as 
those drawn with his artistic hand. 

In passing, I have a word of dates. 
Leake, in the “ Life of Gen. Lamb,” exposes 
an error of Gordon in reference to the time 
when a large concourse of New Yorkers 
appointed a committee from the associated 
Sons of Liberty to oppose the Stamp Act, 


which was November. 6, 1765, instead of 


But comparisons | 
are often ungracious, and censure savors of | 


Lossing, of the | 


, that I 


[March, 
October 31, as Garten states, Botta dis- 
closes the mistake in re lating that this meet- 
ing compelled Lieut,-gov. Colden to surren- 
der the stamped paper to the corporation, 
which occurred before the day on which 
the meeting was said to have been held. 
Our historian caused his work to be em- 
bellished with nine maps and plans, and was 
favored with the use of important docu- 
ments possessed by Washington, Greene, 
Gates, Lincoln, and Otho Holland Williams, 
The latter figured in the Southern campaign, 
As an evidence of the earnest zeal with 
| which he pursued his researches, I will pre- 
| Sent a passage from an unpublished letter, 
which he addressed to General Nathaniel 
Greene, dated Jamaica Plains, April 5, 1784, 
| found among his letters and dispatches de- 
signed to be published by his grandson, the 
|scholarly Professor George W. Greene, of 
|New York: “I have a grateful sense of 
| your kindness when I was at Newport, and 
| that I believe in your professions, shall con- 
vince you by these presents. Pray can you 
inform me who accompanied you when re- 
| connoitring for a position upon the landing 
of Gen, Knox? How far the cross-roads 
| were from him? What was the name of 
the place the army occupied at the back of 
Wilmington ? What was the particular spot 
you would have chosen on the other side of 
| the Schuylkill, instead of crossing it, in hopes 
that Gen. Howe would have fought you, ere 
he attempted passing it, and going on for 
| Philadelphia? My best regards to your 
lady and Gen, Kosciusko, You have my 
| sincere wishes for a pleasant and safe jour- 
ney or passage to the southward.” 

In reference to the engraved plans in the 
| London edition of Gordon, I have authority 
for stating that they were copied from the 
original drawings of Dr, David Ramsay, 
our first eminent native American historian, 
and that several of them were carefully re- 
vised by Gen. Greene with his own pen, at 
the request of Dr, Gordon, for his history. 
Frothingham in the “ Siege of Boston” often 
cites Gordon, and gives him the reputation 
of being the first author who states that 
Col. Prescott was the commander of the in- 
trenching party in the battle of Bunker Hill. 
This was probably as sure as that the deli- 
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cately burnished wet’ r rapier of Pres. 
cott the Brave, used in the battle, has hung 
over the folding-doors which separated the 
two apartments comprising the superb li- 
brary of his honored grandson, the historian, 
crossed by another sword worn by Captain 
Linzee, of the British sloop-of-war Falcon, 
that cannonaded the works on Breed’s Hill. 

In the voluminous memorial of General 
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- Field Book, ” all which he adopte without 
hesitation, except an error in his statement 
regarding the construction of Timothy Pick- 
ering’s plan of a vast chain that extended 
across the Hudson river below Fort Clinton, 
and an order of Washington to execute the 


| British prisoners captured at the siege of 


Greene, I anticipate several letters from Dr. | 
Gordon, besides another tributary stream | 


to the ocean of fame, ever swelling and 
deepening the glory of Washington, in whose 
name there lies a moiety of the world. 


While no great general hath had more no- | 


ble biographers,—such as Marshall, Sparks, 
and Irving, another 
dawned, before a full view of his personal 
life can be disclosed, I await the memori- 
als of the great rival compeers of his time, 
among other authorities, for the right con- 
ception of his patriotic devotion. No chief 
of any age ever had closer coadjutors than 
our great chief truly found in Hamilton and | 
Greene. 

I love Virginia, venerable mother of the | 
States, and of half our presidents. I love 
Virginia as the birthplace of the immortal 
leader of the Revolutionary armies, glorious 
George Washington, of whom Horace Wal- 
pole relates, that he was remarkably si- 
lent and serious when he banqueted Lord 
Cornwallis, his captive, spoke little, not, 
smiling ; but happening to ask, “if it was| 
true that Lord Dunmore ‘was returning to 
resume his government of Virginia?” “and 
being answ ered in the affirmative, Washing- 
ton burst into a hearty laugh. This was 
like the philosopher laughing at the ass that 


century must have} 


f| Perhaps the critic alludes to Dr. 


has left mumbling thistles, for clover far out | 


of his reach. Thus much for the tradition 
of Washington’s inexplicable gravity during 
the seven years’ war for independence. 

I love Virginia for her promptness in 
adopting an independent State constitution 


on the day subsequent to the declaration of 


independence. I love Virginia for having, 
six days before that decisive act, elected an 
independent governor. 

No stronger incitement to the reading of 
Gordon’s history is needed than a glance at 


the citations from his work in Lossing’s 
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Yorktown, on which I will shortly enlarge. 
I do not state how far Gordon was involved 
in the reputed intrigues of Gen, Gates to 
supersede Washington in the command of 
the army, in the year 1778; yet I do be- 

lieve that no divine in the War of the Rev- 
olution was so intensely absorbed in political 
interests as William Gordon, A London 
reviewer of Gordon, remarks on this point: 
** As Dr. Gordon vindicates the interference 
of the ministers of religion in civil matters, 
we may conclude he bore his part in such 
interference. One of them headed a party 
of Americans who attacked the soldiers.” 
Peter 
| Muhlenburg, of Virginia, an ancestor of the 
| venerated author of that immortal effusion, 
“T would not live alway,” who, in 1775, 
after accepting a military appointment, ex- 
‘claimed in his farewell sermon, with. great 
energy, “that there was a time to fight, 

and that time had now come.” Then lay- 
ing aside his canonicals, he appeared in the 
full dress of a military colonel. The drums 
beat to arms, and three hundred of his par- 
ish joined his regiment on that very day. 
|The present venerable Dr. Muhlenberg, of 
St. Luke’s Hospital, New York, writes me 
that “ Peter Muhlenberg—who began life as 
an Episcopal clergyman in Virginia, and on 
the breaking out of the Revolution, joined 
the army in which he rose to the rank of 
general—was a brother of my grandfather, 
the first speaker of Congress. 

In reference to Gates’ intrigues to sup- 
plant Washington, Thatcher’s Military Jour- 
nal is explicit that Gates made the attempt. 
Yet, I have no doubt that Gates was as pa- 
triotic as he was ambitious. In the corre- 
spondence of the Franklin family, Sarah 
Bache, a daughter of Benjamin Franklin, 
visiting her father, November, 1783, in al- 
lusion to the conduct of Congress regarding 
the treaty of peace, remarks: “Your old 
friend, General Gates, told me ‘that they 
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were all splitting and separating; that no | the work would have appeared very differ- 
man in the world could hoop the barrel but | ently.” This confirms the opinion of the 
you, and that you were much wanted here.’” | father of Dr. Luther M. Harris, who was 

The mistaken opinion of Robert Walpole, lone of Gordon’s friends, and informed him 
that all history is a lie, is destined to be re- | that more than a hundred pages were omit- 
vived to the end of time, and impair gen-| ted from the manuscript, besides the modi- 
eral confidence in historians; but I have no| fying of certain other passages. Moreover, 
doubt there is as much truth in history, as| the estimable author of the “History of 
purity of motives in the most careful au-|Shrewsbury,” Andrew Henshaw Ward, in- 
thors. Imperfection, however, will mark | forms me that Joshua Henshaw, Esq., the 
all human productions, whether of history, | Suffolk registrar of deeds from 1776 to 1786, 





morals, science, or art. I have been assured 
by a critical divine, recently deceased, who | 
had examined Macaulay’s great “History of | 
England,” that he had detected more than 
a hundred errors, in less than a hundred 
pages of that elegant work, yet who would | 
impugn the motives of Macaulay? I would | 
not imply that this is my opinion, or that in | 
his opinion every other hundred pages are 
equally erroneous. I find an important rela- | 
tion, in reference to Gordon’s history, in a 
letter of John Adams to Elbridge Gerry, 
dated Quincy, April 20, 1813, in which, 
after freely censuring a statement of Gor- | 
don as incorrect, regarding the measures of | 
the Massachusetts General Court, for the 
naval defence of the American coast, in| 
1775, and the condemnation of British ves- 
sels, although he considers it as “a more) 
satisfactory view” of the subject than the| 
account of it by Mercy Warren and John 
Marshall, the venerable John Adams em- 
phasizes as follows: “It is with grief that 
I record a fact, which I ought to record, 
relative to Gordon’s history. His object 
was profit. He was told that his new book | 
would not sell if printed according to the 
manuscript. It was accordingly thrown into 
a new form of letters between a gentleman 
in England and one in America. He was} 
told that the style was so bold, that*it would | 
damn the work, and that many things were | 
so favorable to America, and others so dis-| 
graceful to Britain, that neither could be} 
borne. Accordingly the style and spirit 
were so altered, and accommodated more to | 
the British taste and feelings. In this labor 
of love he had the assistance of some of the 
dissenting clergymen; and among them I 
can name the Drs, Towers, father and son. 
Had the original manuscript been printed, 





who was personally acquainted with Gor- 
don, stated to him that he had examined 
portions of the manuscript before the histo- 
rian returned to London, and that its tone 
was materially changed previous to its pub- 
lication, to prevent the censure of the Brit- 
ish ministry; and it was his opinion that 
Gordon was liberally remunerated for the 
alterations. “ Blest are those whose blood 
and judgment are so well commingled, that 
they are not a pipe for Fortune’s finger to 
sound what stop she please.” Another emi- 
nent patriot, who personally knew him, Gov. 


| Sullivan, of Boston, says, that “in every part 


of his history there is a very remarkable want 
of truth and integrity; but the arrows of 
his envy and malevolence are so blunted by 
the indiscretion of his attacks and the want 
of decency in his manner, that they do no 
injury to the characters they assail, or to the 
country he would wound.” Gov. Everett, in 
his oration on the First Battle of the Rev- 


| olution, questions the accuracy of Gordon in 


reference to who it was that captured Lord 
Percy’s convoy of provision wagons with a 
sergeant’s guard, after crossing the old 
Brighton bridge, subsequent to the battle of 
Lexington. Then again, in the “ Memoirs 
and Correspondence of President Joseph 
Reed,” I notice the author of that work 
censures Gordon for misrepresentation, and 
states that “his ponderous history is a curi- 
ous and ill-digested collection of materials ; 
that he had access to much that was authen- 
tic, but made strange and often mischievous 
use of what he had.” Reed says, “ It is as 
much a British as an American work.” 
Furthermore, it appears also in the “ Me- 
moirs of Alexander Hamilton,” by his hon- 
ored son, that our historian is viewed as fre- 
quently erroneous, and that the great Hamil- 








ee 


1862.) HISTORICAL 
ton himself, “ pierced to the soul with slan- 
der’s venomed spear,” found it his duty to 
refute a serious charge. I will give a pas- 
sage. The article appeared in the New 
York Lvening Post, dated August 10, 1802: 
“The story imports, in substance,” says the 
indignant Hamilton, “that Gen, Lafayette, 
with the approbation or connivance of Gen, 
Washington, ordered me, as the officer who 
was to command the attack on a British re- 
doubt, in the course of the siege of York- 
town, to put to death all those of the enemy 
who should happen to be taken in the re- 
doubt; and that through motives of human- 
ity I forbore .to execute the order. Posi-| 
tively and unequivocally, 1 declare that no 
such, nor similar order, nor any hint nor in- 
timation resembling it, was ever by me re- 
ceived or understood to have been given.” 
This imputation on Washington and Lafa- | 
yette, is also refuted in the “% Memoirs” of’ 
the latter, published by his family, and it is 
discredited by Washington Irving, in his 
“ Life of Washington.” No edition of Gor- 
don’s history should ever be published with- 
out a statement of the whole charge and its 
refutation, as given in the memoirs of the 
great men implicated ; and careful diligence 
should be used for the correction of all the 
discrepancies in his work, 

I anticipate the period when some _philo- 
sophical author, like Archbishop Whately, 
whose piquant “ Historic Doubts of Napo- 
leon” mark his ready tact for such a work, 
will prepare a treatise on the “ Falsehood of 
History and the Unfairness of Historians ;” 

, that another Disraeli will exhibit ‘ Cu- 
rious Citations of Historical Lying,” with 
illustrations of its impolicy. Is not the inu- 
endo of Byron, regarding general histori- 
ans, more tangible than a mere vagary of 
the imagination ? 


“ What want these outlaws conquerors should have, 
But history’s purchased page to call them great?’ 


Is there not danger of time-serving chron- 
iclers on this side of the Atlantic, whom 
bribery may affect, and prompt to « sell the | 
mighty space of our large honors, for so 
much trash as may be grasped thus?” A) 
kindly tempered view of the subject would | 1 
prove a truly useful phase of moral develop- 
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ment. Our greatest historians are so im- 
pregnated with partiality, that however much 
they aim at candor, their predilections are 
ever apparent; and it is our first thought 
on opening an historical production to know, 
Which side does the author take? Many 
writers are ready to avow impartiality ; but 
where is the author who is earnestly im- 
pressed with that spirit ? 

In future ages, when the great sieve of 
time shall have separated the chaff from the 
wheat, the truth of history is destined to be 
established ; and I heartily adopt the senti- 
ment of our own Bryant, that indestructible 


“ Truth erush’d to earth shall rise again ; 
The eternal years of God are hers. 
But error, wounded, writhes with pain, 
And dies among his worshippers.” 


MASSACHUSETTS DECLARATION OF IN 
DEPENDENCE, MAY 1, 1776 
Morrisania, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1862. 
Ifon. Luruzr Brapisn, 
Pres. of the N. Y. Historical Society. 


My Dear Sir: I beg leave, through you, 
to invite the attention of the Society toa 
subject, which to me seems to possess unu- 
sual interest to every student of American 
history. 

In the course of my investigations con- 
cerning the Constitution of the United 
States, preparatory to the writing a history 
of that instrument, my attention was arrest- 
ed by the very important series of papers— 
generally unnoticed by commentators and 
historians—which, in the early part of 1776 
had emanated from several of the colonial 
governments de facto, and had conveyed to 
the delegations from those colonies, sever- 
ally, the instructions under which their re- 
spective delegations in the Congress had 
been expected to act on the question of 
Independence. 

Among the colonies from which appar- 
ently no ‘such instructions had proceeded,— 
-hotwithstanding the fact has been well es- 
‘tablished that three-fourths of her towns, in 
regularly convened town-meetings, had par- 


‘ticularly instructed their several representa- 
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tives in the General Court to prepare and | litical connection between them and the State 
transmit such instructions to the delegates | of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally 


from the colony to the General Congress,— | dissolved,”—is not more of a mystery. 
was Massachusetts, whose fearless and elo- this I could readily understand ; 


All 
but I was 


quent representatives, in case no such in-| not equally favored concerning the alleged 


structions had been issued to them by the 


General Court, must haye acted on ‘their | whose capital town, 
own responsibility, when, on the second of| ministerial troops, 


July, 1776, they jointly cast the vote 
Massachusetts in tavor of the resolution of 
American independence, 


silence of Massachusetts, the desecration of 
by the discomfited 
was still fresh in the 


ot | memory of all her inhabitants; whose press, 


under the patriotic influence of Edes and 
Gill, was constantly true to its mission; 


Notwithstanding the, apparently, well-| whose people were not a whit the less de- 


settled opinion, among historical students, 


termined, notwithstanding the enemy had 


that no such instructions had been adopted | ev vacuated her territory ; whose sentiments 


and issued by the General Court; 
with a respectful disregard of the reasons 
which were assigned, by one of the most 
distinguished of our number, for the sup- 
posed” backwardness of Massachusetts, in 
thus promoting the cause of American inde- 
pendence, I ventured to doubt that that 
colony had really so far forgotten herself, as 
to allow her delegation to support and urge 
the adoption of the resolution of indepen- 
dence, with no other 
implied approval of its constituency; and 
to entertain an abiding confidence, that if it 
were really true, that the delegation from 
Massachusetts had recived no such instruc- 
tions when it cast the vote of that colony 


in favor of the resolution of the second of 


July, it possessed, at least, a full equivalent 
of authority in some other form, 

I could readily understand why our own 
New York—at that time controlled by the 
great landed interests; represented in the 
Congress by delegates whose fidelity to the 
cause of America was generally of'a question- | 
able character; and whose Provincial Con- 
gress, at that time, was led by an avowed and 
untiring opponent of independence and a re- 
publican form of government—had refused 
to grant authority to her delegation in the 
Congress to support the resolution of inde- 
pendence ; and the consequent silence of that 
delegation on the second of July,—when the 
United Colonies, in Congress assembled, 


“without a dissenting vote,” solemnly resolv- | 


ed “that these United Colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent 
States; that they are absolved from all alle- 


authority than the | 


and | were fitly represented in the C ongress by 


the fearlessness and the unanswerable argu- 
ments of the two Adamses, 

Entertaining these varied opinions, dur- 
ing a recent visit to Boston, I visited the 
State House for the purpose of searching, 
among the well-culled treasures of the sec- 
retary’s office, for a solution of the question, 
The kind co-operation of my valued friend, 
George Livermore, Esq., secured for me a 
cordial reception; and, after a short exam- 
ination of the manuscript minutes of the 
commonwealth, I found an instrument which 
sets the subject at rest. 

After the royal governor of the colony 
had abandoned his post of duty, and had 
retired to a more genial climate, the admin- 
istration of the colonial government was 
continued by the Council, without changing 
the style of the government; and all com- 
missions, civil and military, were issued by 
that body, in the name, and under the au- 
thority, of the king of Great Britain, as had 
been usual in former, and more peaceful 
days. 

It was not long, however, before the in- 
consistency of such a course became very 
apparent; and the tendency it had to keep 
up ideas which were inconsistent with the 
safety of the government, soon gave the 
good people of the colony great uneasiness ; 
and aremedy was sought by means of which 
the officers and people of the colony might 
not, themselves, be forced to become their 
own accusers, in a charge of rebellion and 
treason against a monarch in whose name, 
and under whose authority they professed 


giance to the British crown; and that all po- | to act. 
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— dietaenlinaden, in the spring af 1776, the| 
General Court applied a remedy,—the Coun- 
cil, on the first of May, in that year con-| 
summating the enactment of “An Acr| 
Jor establishing the Stile of Commissions 
which shall hereafter be issued, and for al- 
tering the Stile of Writs, Processes, and 
all Law Proceedings within this Colony ; 
and for directing how Recognizances to the 
use of this Government, shall for the future 
be taken and prosecuted.” 

In that act, after declaring, in a pream- 
ble, the causes which had induced it to do 
so, the General Court solemnly enacted that 
on and after the first day of June next en- 
suing, all the officers of the colony, civil and 
military, should receive their authori ity from, 
and perform the duties of their several offi- 
ces in the name of “ THe GovERNMENT AND 
PreorpLe or THe Massacuusetrts Bay, vn 
New EnGianp;” that on and after that 
date, the King of Great Britain shonld no 
longer be recognized as the source of politi- 
cal authority within that colony; that all | 
commissions which had been issued by the | 
Council, in his name and under his author- 
ity, before that date, should cease and de-| 
termine within a few weeks from that time 
—on the nineteenth ‘of September, 1776; 
that all recognizances should thenceforth be | 
taken and prosecuted in the name of the 
newly organized sovereign power ; and that 
all actions which had been commenced in | 
the name of the king, should, thenceforth, 
be prosecuted in the name and for the ben- 
etit of “Tue GovERNMENT AND People or 
THE 
LAND,” in whom, thenceforth, the sovereign 
authority, de facto and de jure, was, by the 
operations of that Act, vested. 

On the evening of the same day, while 
examining the manuscript treasures in the 
private collection of my friend, J. Wingate 
Thornton, Esq., of Brookline, I also found 
three commissions which, prior to the pas- 
sage of the Act to which I have referred 


ony, in the name and by authority of the 
king. These commissions, of course, had 
been affected by the provisions of that Act ; 


Massacuusetts Bay In New Enc-| 


cil for re-authorization under thé authority 


| of the newly established sovereignty of 


\* Tae GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF THE 
Massacausetts Bay 1x New EnGanp,” 
which, under the provisions of the Act re- 
ferred to, had succeeded to the former au- 
thority of the king. This had been done by 
the erasure of the usual words “GEORGE 
True THIRD, By tue Grace or GOD, 
or Great Brirarn, FRANCE, AND IRELAND, 
KING, DEFENDER OF THE Farrn, &e.,” at 
the head of the commission, and the substi- 
tution in their stead, by interlineation, of 
“Tue GOVERN MENT and PEOPLE 
or tue MASSACHUSETTS BAY 1n 
NEW ENGLAND;” and by the era- 
sure of the words of the date of the com- 
mission, at its foot, as “ Jn the [sixteenth] 
year of his reign,” and the substitution in 
their stead, by interlineation, of the year of 
the Christian era, in which the commission 
had been issued by the Council. <A certiti- 
| ¢ ite, over the official signature of the clerk 
of the Council, verified the change which 
had been m: ade in the language of the in- 
| strament; and continued its authority, in 
| the name of “ Taz GovERNMENT AND P EO- 
| PLE OF THE Massacuvusetts Bay In New 
ENGLAND,” which, after the nineteenth of 
September succeeding, it would not other- 
wise have possessed, notwithstanding the 
\impression ofthe authority of Grorer IIT. 
was borne on the face of the instrument.* 
| I may have attributed a greater degree 
of importance to these instruments than 
they really merit, yet I cannot forbear sug- 
gesting that therein we have a formal renun- 
ciation of the authority of the king, within 
the territorial limits of Massachusetts, and 
as formal an assumption of the prerogatives 
| of sovereignty, by “THE GOVERNMENT AND 
ProrpLE OF THE Massacuusetts Bay IN 
New ENGLanp,” on the first day of May, 
1776,—two months and two days betore 
the adoption of the resolution of indepen- 


,| dence, by the United Colonies, in Congress 
had been issued by the Council of the col- 


* My antiquarian friend, George Adlard, Esq., to 
whom I have submitted the original commissions, here 
eferred to, has suggested the probi ibility that the royal 


Feolonial seal which, originally, had been uttached’ to 


them, was also taken off, by the same authority, in 





and their bearers, in accordance with its re- 
quirements, had presented them to the Coun- | 


order the more completely to destroy every appearance 
of royal authority ; und the appearance of the mutilated 
papers gives w eight to his view. 
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assembled; and, that, as Massacuusetts 
was, thenceforth, de facto, an independent 
and sovereign State, the delegation which 
she had sent to the Congress of the Confed- 
eration, needed no special authority to re- 
iterate, in her name, the Act of Independ- 
ence and assumption of sovereignty, which, 
through her legally constituted government, 
she had, already and directly, adopted and 
promulgated. 

I had expected to have placed before you, 
with this, a carefully prepared and certified 
copy of the Act to which I have referred, 
but it has not come to hand. It will be for- 
warded to you, to be filed with this letter, 
at an early day. 

I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY B, DAWSON. 


The Act of Independence and Assumption 


of Sovereignty by the Colonial Government | 


of Massachusetts Bay, referred to in the 


preceding letter to the Hon. Luther Bra- | 


dish: 
In the Year of our Lord One Thou- 
[u. s.] 
six,— 


Aw Acr for Establishing the stile of Com- 
missions which shall hereafter be Issued 
and for altering the stile of writs Pro- 
cesses, and all Law proceedings within 


this Colony and for directing how Recog- 


nizances to the Use of this Government | 


shall for the future be taken and pros- 
ecuted. , 
Wuereas the Petitions of the United Col- 
onies to George the Third King of Great 
Brittain for the redress of Great and mani- 


fest Greveances have not only been rejected | 


but treated with scorn And Contempt And 
their Opposition to designs evidently formed 
to reduce them to a state of servile subjec- 
tion and their necessary defence against hos- 
tile forces Actually Employed to subdue 
have been declar’d Rebellion. And whereas 
an unjust war has been Commene’d Against 
them which the Commanders of Brittish 
fleets and Armies have prosecuted and still 

Jontinue to prosecute with their utmost 
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sand seven hundred and Seventy | 


Vigour in Cruel manners & have directed | 
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their Vengance principally against this Col- 
ony wasting spoiling and destroying the 
Country burning Houses and defenceless 
Towns and Exposing the helpless Inhabit- 
ants to every misery ;—by which Inhumane 
and Barbarous treatment by the Command- 
ment of George the Third King of Great 
Brittain &c—the People of this Colony con- 
| sider themselves greatly Injur’d and have 
been oblidged to have recourse to arms to 
repel such Injuries. And whereas under 
such Circumstances the absurdity of Issuing 
Commissions, Writs Processes and other 
proceedings in Law and in the Courts of 
Justice within this Colony in the name and 
stile of the King of Great Brittain is very 
apparent, And the Tendency it has to keep 
up Ideas inconsistant with the safty of this 
Government has given the Good People of 
this Colony Great Uneasiness, 

BE IT THEREFORE enacted by the 
Council and House of Representitives in 
|General Court Assemble’d and by the Au- 
thority of the same that all Civil Commis- 
sions Writs and Precepts for Conveneing 
the General Court or Assembly which shall 
hereafter be made out in this Colony shall 
be in the Stile and name of the Government 
& People of the Massechusetts Bay in New 
England And all Commissions both Civil & 
| Military shall be Dated in the Year of the 
Christian era and shall not bear the date of 
| the Year of the Reign of any King or Queen 
of Great Brittain, 

And that all writs Processes and Pro- 
ceedings in Law And in any of the Courts 
of Justice in this Colony which have been 
used & Accustumed or by any of the Laws 
|of this Colony are Required to be Issued 
used or Practiced in Law and in Any of the 
Courts of Justice in this Colony in the name 
|and stile of the King of Great Brittain 
| France and Ireland Defender of the faith 
| &c or in any other words Implying or In- 
/tending the same shall from and after the 
| first Day of June One thousand seven hun- 
| dred and seventy six be made Issued Used 
|& Practiced in the name and stile of the 
|Government & People of the Massechu- 
| setts Bay in New England and no other and 
| shall bear Date of the year of the Christian 
Era and shall not bear the Date of the 
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Year of the Reign of any King or Queen of| P wen of ‘toe Massechusetts Bay in New 
Great Brittain Untill some recommend: ee England and not in the name of the said 
of the American Congress or Act order ‘King And the money Recovered and Lev- 
Resolve of a General American Legisl: Some ied on such Suits shall be likewise paid 
or of the Legislature of this Colony. shall be | into the Treasury of this Colony for the use 
made and passed otherwise directing and | and Benefit of the said People. 


Prescribing. | In the house of Representative’s May 
Anp Be 1T Enacrep that all Commissions | 1,1776 This engrossed bill having had 

Civil and Military which have been Issued | three several readings passed to be 

by the major part of the Council of this| Enacted 

Colony sence the nineteenth day of Septem- | Sam" Freeman, Speak‘ P. T. 


ber One Thousand seven hundred and sev-| 
enty five shall have the same force and E | 
fect as if this Act had not been made the| 
stile and Date therein notwithstanding Un. | 
till the nineteenth day of September One | 


Thousand seven hundred & seventy six & | WE consent to the enacting of this Bill 


no longer. | James Otis T Cushing 


In Council May 1° 1776. This Engross- 
ed Bill having’ had two several Read- 
ings passed to be enacted 

Prrrz Morton D Seer’ 





PRovIDED NEVERTHELESS that when any | W Sever Jed" Foster James Prescott 
such Commissions shall be brought to the|B Greenleaf Eldad Taylor Michael Farley 
Council of this Colony to be made Conform-| W Spooner Moses Gill 
able to the Stile and Date by this Act Re-| Caleb Oushing S$ Holten 
quired for Isuing Commissions hereatter|J Winthrop — B Lincoin 


the Council are here by Impowered & Di-| B Chadbourn 


rected to Cause the same to be done. 
AND BE IT FuRTHER Enacrep that all/ 
Recognisances that heretofore have been 
used and Accustomed to be taken to the [1. 8.] 
King of Great Brittain by the Stile and a 
Title of our Sovereign Lord the King shall | ; eae Sen 
from and after the first day of June One Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
thousand seven hundred and seventy six be) Taz GOVERNMENT anp PEOPLE or 
taken to the Government & People of the| tHz MASSACHUSETTS BAY NEW 
Massechusetts Bay in New England and) ENGLAND. 
when a scire facias or other Legal Process GEORGE tue THIRD By tHe Grace 
shall be Issued thereon Against the Recog-| or GOD, or Great Brrrarm France & 
nizor or Recognisors they shall be in the) Ireranp Kine, DerenpDER OF THE 
name and behalf of the said Government) Farru &c.* 
and People. And when Judgment shall be 
rendered thereon the money Recovered & | 


Sreoretary’s Orrior, Boston 
January 31, 1862. 
A true copy of the original. 
Wirness the Seal of the Com- 
monwealth. 


To allunto whom these Presents shall come, 


Levied shall be paid into the treasury of nts Greeting : 

Colony for the use of the same. Know Yr, That We have assign- 
AND BE IT FURTHER Enacrep that. all ed and constituted, and do by 

Suits upon Recognzanes which have been| [1. s.] these Presents assign, constitute 

heretofore taken within this Colony to the | and appoint Our Trusty and well- 

King of Great Brittain—under any name} beloved Benj* White Esquire to 


character or form of words whatsoever that | be one of our Justices to keep Our Peace in 

have been or that may be hereafter forfeited | the several Counties of our Province of Mas- 

(if any Suits should be brought thereon) | sachusetts Bay in New England, viz‘ Suf- 
‘ m and after the said first d: ay of 

asd = Co d : - . ad the * The heading, “ George,” &c., is blotted out with 
une be Vommenced ¢ prosecutec in the heavy lines of ink, and the words, ‘* The Government,” 

name and behalf of the Government &| &., written above it. 
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folk, Essex, Middlesex, Hampshire, Plym- 
outh, Barnstable, Bristol, York, Duke’s 
County, Nantuckett, Worcester. Cumber- 
land, Lincoln and Berkshire—And to Keep 
and cause to be kept, the Laws and Ordi- 
nances made for the Good of the Peace and 
for the Conservation of the same, and for 
the Quiet, Rule and Government of Our 
People in the said Countys, in all and every 
the Articles thereof according to the Force, 
Form and Effect of the same, and to chas- 


tise and punish all Persons offending against | 
the Form of those Laws and Ordinances | 


shall be fit to be done; And to cause to 
come before him the said Benj White all 
those that shall break the Peace, or attempt 
anything against the same, or that shall 
threaten any of our People in their Persons, 
or in burning their Houses, te tind sufficient 
Security for the Peace, and for the good 
Behaviour towards Us and our People; 
and if they shall refuSe to find-such Se- 
curity, then to cause them to be Kept 
safe in Prison until they shall find the 
same; and to do and perform in the 
Countys aforesaid, all and whatsoever, ac- 
cording to the Laws and Ordinances of our 
said Province, or any of them, a Justice of 
the Peace may and ought to do and per- 
form and with any two or more Justices of 
the Peace, in the s' Counties (according to 
the Tenour of the Commission to them 
granted) to enquire by the Oaths of good 
and lawful Men of our said Countys, by 
whom the Trath may be better known, of 
all and all manner of Thefts, Trespasses, 
Riots, Routs and unlawful Assemblies what- 
soever, and all and singular other Misdeeds 
aud Offences of which by Law Justices of 
the Peace in their General Sessions may and 
ought to enquire, by whomsoever or how- 
soever done or perpetrated, or which shall 
hereafter happen, howsoever to be done or 
attempted in the Countys aforesaid, contrary 
to the Form of the Laws and Ordinances 
aforesaid, made for the common Good of our 
Province aforesaid and the People thereof; 


and with any two or more of our Justices of 


the Peace in the said Counties (according to 


ed as aforesaid) to hear and determine all 
and singular the said Thefts, Trespasses, Ri- 








ots, Routs, unlawful Assemblies, and all and 
singular other the Premises, and to do 
therein as to Justice appertaineth, accord- 
ing to the Laws, Statutes and Ordinances 
aforesaid. 

In Testimony whereof, We have caused 
the public Seal of our Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay aforesaid, to be hereunto 
affixed ; Witness the Major part of the 
Council of our said Province, at Water- 
town the eighth day of November. In the 
[year of our Lord one thousand seven Hun- 
dred & Seventy five.]* 

(Signed) 

W. Sever, B. Greenleaf, W. Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whet- 
comb, Jed" Froster, James Prescott, Eldad 
Taylor, Cha. Chauncey, J. Palmer, 8. Holt- 
en, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor. 

By Command of the major part of the 

Council, with the Advice & Consent of 
Council. Perez Morton, 
Dp* See* 
In Council Sep’ 11, 1776. This may cer- 
tify that the above Commission was 
this day presented to be altered agree- 
able to a late act of this State “ Enti- 
tled an Act for Altering the Stile of 
Commissions &c,” and was altered ac- 
cordingly. Joun Avery, 
Dp? Sec* 


Societies and their Proceedings. 


ILLINOIS. 


Cuicaco Historica Sociery.— Chicago, 
Ill., Jan. 21, 1862.—The regular monthly 
meeting was held on the above date, W. L. 
Newberry, Esq., President, in the chair. 

The additions to the Library (in all 867) 
included “The Doctrine and Covenants of 
the Latter Day Saints,” by Jo. Smith: Nau- 


}voo, 1844; Shelton & Kensett’s large map 


of the United States, 1816, exhibiting early 


. ye |surveys, with the forts, trading-posts, and 
the Tenour of the Commission to them grant- | ae P SI : 


Indian villages of the Northwest; Aal’s edi- 


* The words in brackets written on an erasure, 
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tion, in folio, Christiania, 1838, of: Geenne' 
Sturleson’s No ‘ske Konger’s Sagaer,—con- 

taining the account of the supposed discov- 

ery by the Northmen of the American con- | 
tinent, with a modern map, engravings of 
the Dighton writing-rock, and illustrations 

of Norwegian scenery; besides documents | 
relating to the war, and army journals print- | 
ed by Col. Turchin’s and the “ Normal” 

regiments of Illinois. An interesting speci- 

men of the record made by the “ Anemo- 

graph,” or self-recording registry of the 

direction and force of the winds, invented 

by Levi Burnell, and in use by Dr. Laphan, | 
at Milwaukee, under the direction of Col. J. 

D. Graham, U. 8. A., was also presented by 

Dr. Lapham. 

Of the reported correspondence of the 
Society, letters were read from the execu- | 
tive department of the State of New York, | 
and from the Essex Institute, Mass., pro- | 
posing exchanges of war documents and | 
publications, 

Mr. A. J. Hill, of Minnesota, forwarded a| 
letter of inquiry, with information respect- | 
ing the archeological remains of the North- | 
west; and communicating his designs for | 
collecting information respecting those along 
the waters of the Upper Mississippi. | 

A complimentary letter was read from his | 
excellency Gov. Yates, with acknowledg- | 
ments of the invitation extended to him and 
his family, to be present at the annual meet- 
ing of this Society. 

“Mr. A. M. Abbot, of Whiteside county, 
addressed an interesting communication re- 
lating to the Mormons, accompanying which 
were books and manuscripts of historical 
interest on the same subject. 

Letters were read from Mayor French, | 
and Judge Wightman, of Burlington, Iowa, 
and Col. J. H. Leng, chief of the U.S. Topo- | 
graphical Bureau, Washington, relative to | 
the late lamented decease of Dr, Edwin | 
James, 

By Hon. J. B, French, ex-mayor of Low- 

|, Mass., forwarded, in continuation of pre- | 
vious esteemed favors, the annual report of | 
the rain-fall, for 1861, at Lake Village, and | 
Laconia, N. H., outlets of Lake Winnipise- | 
ogee—it being at the former 42.56 inches, 
and at the latter 41.46 inches,—the mean 
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oneal rain- fall at Chieage, seuniling to 
Blodget, being 30 inches. Some discussion 


followed upon the desirableness of including 
similar observations, with others in meteo- 
rology, pursued in the city of Chicago, 


MAINE, 


Marve Hisroricat Socrery.— Augusta, 
Jan. 16, 1862.—This Society held a special 
meeting at the court-house, in Augusta, on 
the above date. 

The President, the Hon. Wm. Willis, of 
Portland, called the meeting to order, when 
the Corresponding Secretary, the Hon. Wm. 


| Bradbury, of Augusta, read letters of ac- 


ceptance from the Hon, Messrs. Bancroft, 
Sparks, and Palfrey, who had been elected 
| corresponding members at the last annual 
meeting; the last of whom made an offer of 
his own publications to be placed in the 
Library. 

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, a vote of 
thanks was given to Mr. Palfrey, with the 
acceptance of his liberal and valuable offer, 

The President made a few observations 
on the restrictions enacted in the by-laws 
upon the increase of membership, and ex- 
pressed the hope, that at the next annual 
meeting the rule would be suspended tem- 
porarily, or permanently altered. He gave 
a statement of the deaths of members, since 
and then read 
a full and appropriate obituary of Calvin 
Selden, Esq., of Norridgewock, and at a later 


period of the meeting, an impressive me- 


moir of John McKeen, Esq., which embraced 


|a sketch of his ancestry, and an interesting 


delineation of his character, with special 
reference to his antiquarian and historical 
pursuits; and to the earnestness of his at- 
tention to the theory, that Weymouth’s out- 
| ward voyage terminated in the Kennebec. 

A paper prepared by the Rev. B. P. Snow, 
Skowhegan, on “The Erection of Father 
| Rale’s Monument,” was read by the Record- 
ing Secretary. 

“A paper was read by the Rev. Eugene 
Vetromile, of Biddeford, on “ Indian Public 
and Private Life,” which was followed by 
an account of the Indian relics disinterred 
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at Harpswell, during the last year, read by 
the Rev. Mr. Ballard, who exhibited a string 
of wampum taken from their burial-place. 

The Rev. Dr. Packard made a brief report 
of the present state of the Library. 

The Hon. Mr. Bourne, of Kennebunk, gave 
a statement of his efforts to make a collee- 
tion of papers, relating to the early history 
of the county of York. 

A communication prepared by Wm. P. 
Haines, Esq., of Biddeford, describing a 
“ Leaden Plate” inscribed with the names 
of original proprietors in the town of Lim- 
erick, was read; as also brief biographical 
notices. 

The Rev. Mr. Cushman, of Warren, read 
a communication describing the locality and 
boundaries of a grant of land, made at 
“Kwesanooskek” by the French, in the 
‘towns of Friendship and Cushing. 

The Hon. Mr. Bourne read portions of a 
biography of the Hon, Jonathan Sayward, 
Judge of Probate in the county of York, 
a Loy alist. 

Atter the meeting was called to order in 
a memoir of the late John 


the evening, 
Merrick, Esq., of Hallowell, written by the 
Rev. D. R. Goodwin, D. D., of Philadelphia, 


was read by the Rev. 
‘Gardiner. 
its author. 

The President read an interesting paper 
on the “ History and Progress of Law, and 
the Early Lawyers of Maine,” interspersed 
with anecdotes pertaining to the legal pro- 
fession. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the writ- 
ers of the various papers, and copies request- 
ed for the archives of the Society, and for 
publication. 


R. H. Gardiner, of 


A vote of thanks was passed to 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


New Eneranp Historic-GENEALOGICAL 
Socrery.— Boston, Feb. 5, 1862.—The reg- 
ular monthly meeting of this Society was 
held at their rooms on the above date, Rev. 
Martin Moore, Vice-president, in the chair, 

The Corresponding Secretary reported 
that since the previous meeting, he had re- 
ceived letters from gentlemen, accepting 





Constitution and By-Laws, 





the restdent membership to which they had 
been elected. 

The Librarian, John H. ‘Sheppard, Esq., 
reported that since the previous meeting 
there had been donated to the Society thir. 
teen bound volumes, ninety-four pamphlets 
and periodicals, and seventeen newspapers, 
also a large and valuable collection of an- 
cient MSS. (deeds, court papers, and miscel- 
laneous documents); many of them were 
once the papers of Judge Samuel Sewall. 

Hon. Charles Hudson read an able and 
eloquent memoir of Rev, Jonas Clark, whose 
ministry in Lexington extended over half a 
century. A vote of thanks was passed, and 
a copy requested for the archives. 

Dr. E. Alden, Randolph, read a well- 
prepared memoir of the late Bartholomew 
Brown, which was prepared at the request 
of the Librarian of Harvard College. The 
thanks of the Society were passed, and a 
copy requested for the archives. 

Rev. F. W. Holland read an interesting 
sketch of John Clay, of Preston, Eng., who 
spent his life in solving the pr oblem of pris- 
on reform 


AMERICAN SratisticaL Soctery.—Bos- 


"| ton, Jan. 17, 1862.—The annual meeting of 


this Society was held on the above date, 
at rooms No, 23 Chauney-street, the Presi- 
dent, Edward Jarvis, M. D., in the chair. 

Rev. Sewall H: arding, the Librarian, made 
his quarterly report of additions to the Li- 
brary, including donations from the Statis- 
tical Society of London, and other foreign 
Societies. 

The Recording Secretary reported sev- 
eral letters of acceptance. 

Lyman Mason, Esq., the Treasurer, made 
his annual report, showing a balance of 
$187.75 in the treasury. 

Dr. Jarvis, chairman of the Publishing 
Committee, reported that 500 copies of the 
with a list of 
members annexed, had been printed. 

Josiah Curtis, M. D., surgeon of brigade 
at Camp Butler, Newport News, gave an 
account of the condition of the troops un- 
der his charge. Of about 4000 soldiers, 195 


|on an average were on the sick list, but not 
|more than 50 to 75 of these were confined 
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to the hospital. The average of sick was 
about five per cent.; some of the regiments, 
however, averaged only from three and a 
half to four per cent., while others were as 
high as ten or eleven per cent. He gave 
also valuable statistics, 

The President compared the health of 
the present United States Army, including 
volunteers, with that of some of the great 
European armies in the wars of the present 
century, showing that our own was a re- 
markably healthy army, probably the most 
healthy known. 

At the annual election, the following were 
unanimously elected : 

President—Edward Jarvis, M.D., Dor- 
chester. Vice-presidents — Hon. Amasa 
Walker, of North Brookfield, and J. Win- 
gate Thornton, Esq., of Boston. ecord- 
ing Secretary—J ohn W. Dean, of Medford, 
Cor. do.—Joseph E. Worcester, LL. D., of 
Cambridge. = Zreaserer — Lyman Mason, 
Esq., of Boston. Librarian—Rev. Sewall 
Harding, of Auburndale. Councillors— 
Ilon. Samuel H. Walley, of Boston, Ebene- 
zer Alden, M. D., of Randolph, and George 
S. Hale, Esq., of Boston. 

Dr. Alden, of Randolph, and Messrs. 
Thornton and Hale, of Boston, were chosen 
a committee to present to the Legislative 
Committee the advantages to be derived 
from a State Board of Health. 

On motion of Mr, Thornton, Dr. Josiah 
Curtis was requested to prepare and furnish 
to this Association a quarterly report of such 
statistics and observations as he may collect. 


NEW JERSEY. 

New Jersey Hisroricat Socrery.— 
Trenton, Jan. 16, 1862.—This Society held 
their annual meeting in the City Hall, Chan- 
cellor Green taking: the chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Mr, White- | 
head, presented the correspondence of the | 
Society since the last meeting. | 

Mr. Whitehead drew their attention par- | 
ticularly to the valuable pamphlets and man- | 
usecripts received from Rev, Dr. McLean ; 
and to the books received from Mr. Rod-} 
gers, which were transmitted to the Society | 
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in accordance with a request contained in 
the will of his father, deceased during the 
year, 

The Librarian, Mr, Congar, presented his 
report of the. donations received since the 
last meeting, amounting to 183 volumes, 
and 186 pamphlets. The total number of 
volumes in the Library at present being 
2834, and of pamphlets, bound and other- 
wise, 3700. 

Some of these donations were of much in- 
terest, that of Mr. Alofsen, comprising over 
fifty different publications, referring to the 
present rebellion, some of them already very 
difficult to obtain. 

The Treasurer reported a balance in the 
treasury of $514.20. 

On reassembling, in the afternoon, the 
Rev. Dr. Hall, was called to the chair. 

Mr. Field, from the Committee on Publi- 
cations, presented their report ; they regret- 
ted that, with such an accumulation of 
valuable historical materials in its posses- 
sion, in manuscript, the Society should not 
tind itself in a condition to issue its publica- 
tions regularly. The ‘ Records of the Town 
of Newark,” the “Papers of Governor 
Belcher,” and other collections of manu- 
scripts are awaiting the action of the mem- 
bers. 

Mr. J. P. Jackson, Jr., from the Commit- 
tee on the Library reported that they had 
restricted their operations during the year 
to completing their arrangements for the 
binding of the volumes of newspapers, and 
other New Jersey matter, and to making 
some further progress in assorting and reg- 


ulating the manuscripts. 


It is of great importance that every thing 


‘illustrative should be secured, and the Com- 


mittee hoped that every member would feel 
it his duty to contribute every thing in his 
power to enhance the value of our historical 
collections; and that further liberal sub- 
scriptions may be received to the Library 
fund, The rent of the rooms occupied by 
the Society at Newark, with all the expen- 
ses incidental to the proper preservation, 
binding, arranging, &c., of its contents, had 
to be borne by voluntary subscriptions, and 
it was actually necessary that the present 
annual income from that source should be 
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increased — several of the subscriptions, 
which were only for one year, not having 
been renewed, 

The nominating committee reported fa- 
vorably upon several gentlemen, and they 
were elected members. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Hamill, 
Field, and Duryee, a committee to nomi- 
nate officers for the ensuing year, and an- 
nounced the following Standing Commit- 
tees : 

On Publications. — Richard §. Field, 
Wm. A. Whitehead, Henry W. Green, 
Samuel H. Pennington, M. D., and Rev. 
Dr. Hall. 

On Statistics.—Lyndon A. Smith, M. D., 
J. P. Bradley, John Rodgers, C. C. Haven, 
and F. Wolcott Jackson. 

On Nominations.—David A. Hayes, Pe- 
ter 8. Duryee, and Rey. Dr, Hall. 

On the Library.—Walter Rutherford, 
Peter 8. Duryee, John P. Jackson, Jr., C. 
G. Rockwood, 
cers residing in Newark, ex-officio. 

Miscellaneous business being in order, 
Mr. Whitehead said— 

“Mr. President: We have found at our 
meeting to-day some places vacant ; we have 
missed the manly form, the pleasant coun- 
tenance, and kindly greetings of one, here- 
tofore, seldom absent; and have looked in 
vain for another, 
who was, nevertheless, one of our original 
members, and warmly interested in our pro- 
ceedings. Death, Mr. President, has been 
among us, and Dr. Murray and Mr. Jack- 
son are not here. Of the latter it is not my 
purpose to speak particularly, as that duty 
has been contided to another, but on rising 
to submit some resolutions relating to Dr. 
Murray, which I believe give expression to 
the feelings of all the members present, in 
order that his departure may be properly 
noticed on our minutes, I would ask permis- 
sion to accompany them with some brief al- 
lusions to the services rendered by him to 
the Society, and the State at large; his 
marked dev otion to the interests of both, 
evincing the estimation in which he held his 
duties as a member of the one and a citizen 
of the other.” 

Mr. Whitehead then read a brief eulogy 
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| few working members.” 


| appropriate remarks on Dr. Murray. 
with the Treasurer and offi- | 


not so often with us, but | 
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of Dr. Murray, in which his devotion to the 
interests of his adopted country and State was 
portrayed, and his active co-operation in all 
good works of areformatory or remedial char- 
acter, and his advocacy of the cause of educa- 
tion, of the lunatic asylum, and other public 
institutions and measures having in view the 
honor and welfare of the State, were allud- 
ed to. “He used to remark playfully, that 
he was really more deserving of the title 
of Jerseyman than the sons of the soil, inas- 
much as we were so without the exercise of 
our own volition, by virtue of our birthright, 
whereas he was here of his own free will 
and sober choice. His interest in the So- 
ciety had been ever manifested from its or- 
ganization down to its last meeting, and it 
had lost one of its most active—one of its 


Mr. W. then offer- 





ed suitable resolutions. 

Mr, Field on seconding them, made some 
“Al- 
ways present at its meeting, always assid- 
uous in contributing to their interest, his 
death had left a void there was no one to 
fill. ‘ But,? said Mr. Field, ‘ Mr. President, 
I have another duty to perform ; asad, and 


/yet in some respects, a pleasant duty, to 


present to the Society some other resolu- 


| tions referring to another of our members, 


whose loss has also been referred to by Mr. 
Whitehead. By the death of John P. Jack- 
son, Esq., we have been deprived of an in- 
telligent, appreciative associate, and I would 
beg leave to offer some resolutions for the 
consideration of the Society.” 

Mr. Field then referred at some length to 
Mr. Jackson’s public career, his identifica- 
tion with all the public benevolent and phi- 
lanthropic institutions of the State. 

Mr. Duryee and Rev. Mr. Hamill fol- 
lowed in appropriate remarks upon the les- 
son taught by the examples of the two 
lamented members, of untiring devotion to 
duty. 

Both resolutions were adopted. 

The Society then listened with great in- 
terest to a paper read by Professor William 
F, Phelps, of the Normal School, upon the 
“ History of Education in New Jersey. ” 

Mr. C. C. Haven presented a written 


| Statement, prepared by Miss Stafford, ot 
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Trenton, relative to the Revolutionary ser- 
vices of several members of her family, both 
male and female, which was read by Mr. 
Whitehead. Some of the facts stated rela- 
tive to the participation of the parties in the 
battle of Lexington, and other events of the 
time, were of much interest. On motion 
the paper was referred to the Committee on 
Publications. 

tev. Mr. Hamill, after some introductory 
rem: rks, offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were adopted ; 

“The New Jersey Historical Society, in 
view of the remarkable struggle into which 
the nation has been plunged, hereby records 
its ardent love for the country, and the im- 
portance of preserving it in its integrity, 
unbroken and undivided from ocean to 
ocean, from lake to gulf—and it is 

“ Resolved, That we declare our high and 
unabated appreciation of the Constitution 
and Government of these United States; a 
Constitution and Government wise in its 
conception, massive and beautiful in_ its 
framework, large in the liberties which 


guarantees, rich in its provisions and in the 
blessings which it gives, and grand in the 
extent, fitness, minuteness, and | power of its 
application.” 

Officers for 1862: President—Joseph ( 


Hornblower, LL.D. Vice-presidents—Hon. 
James Parker, Richard 8, Field, Esq., Hon. 
Henry W. Green. Cor, Sec’y—Wm. A. 
Whitehead. Ree. do.—David A. Hayes. | 
Librarian—Samuel H. Congar. Treasvrer 
—Solomon Alofsen. Avecutine Committee 
—Hon. Dudley 8. Gregory, Hon. Wm. P. 
tobeson, Rev. Henry B. Sherman, Rev. R. 

K. Rodgers, Peter Ss. Duryee, Esq., Rev. 

John Hall, D.D., Hon. Charles 8. Olden, 
Samuel FH. Pennington, M. D., C. C. Haven. 

The Society then adjourned, 


Herodotus. 


NEW YORK. 

New York Hisroricat Socrery.— New 
York, Feb. 4, 1862.—The regular monthly 
meeting of this Society was held in the Li- 
brary building, corner of Eleventh-street 
and Second Avenue, Hon, Luther Bradish, 
presiding. 


After the usu: al preliminary proceedings, 
a memorial to the Legislature was read, 
asking for the appointment of an agent to 
collect statistics, historical facts, &c., in re- 
lation to the present war, with a communi- 
cation from Mr, Lowry, urging its import- 
ance, 

Among the contributions to the Library 
and Cabinet was a patent, presented by 
George Adlard, Esq., issued in the reign of 
James IT., establishing a court of admiralty 
in New England, and remarkable as bear- 
ing a beautiful impression of the seal used 
for New England, when it included New 
York, The seal is extremely rare, and no 
other specimen is known ; neither the States 
of New York or aenewear possessing 
one, Mr. Brodhead in moving a vote of 
thanks bore testimony a its v alue, and men- 
tioned his own ineffectual searelr in Eng- 
land and America for it. 

A copy of Col. Devoe’s “ Market Book,” 
being the first from the press, was also pre- 
sented, 

Mr, Winthrop read a paper of great in- 
terest upon the old landmarks of the Stuy- 
vesant Estate, which he illustrated bya map 
of Old New York. Many very curious 


‘facts relating to the part of the city now 


built upon the old demesne of the Dutch 
governors were given, and the Historical 
Society whose building stands upon it, facing 
the grave of Stuyvesant, should indeed pre- 
serve on its records the history of the 
changes of the past two centuries. 

The regular paper of the evening, was a 
dissertation on the history of Cotton, by 
Colonel T. B, Thorpe. It was highly inter- 
esting, and from the interest now felt in the 
article, highly seasonable. Though not men- 
tioned in the Bible, so far as we know, the 
plant and its uses are fully described by 
Egypt, though pre-eminently 
a cotton-growing region, seems not to have 
used the fibre; the mummy cloths and 
other remains, when tested by the micro- 
scope, proving to be linen. Alexander the 
Great, after his Indian expedition, brought 
it into notice, and it was thenceforward 
greatly used. Columbus found it in Amer- 
ica; yet its production here was so little 
thought of, prior to Whitney’s invention of 
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the Cotton Gin, that when a few bags were 
found on an American vessel in England, 
they were seized ; 
almost a certainty that no such quantity had 
been raised in America! The rise of the 
trade was unprecedented in history. Col. 
Thorpe knew a man who had watched all 
Whitney’s experiments and had seen the 
growth of the trade. He considered that 


the cultivation had been pushed too far; | 


and showed that a larger quantity produced 
from 1840 to 1850, produced a smaller re- 
turn in money, than the smaller amount 
raised in 1830-40. Colonel Thorpe then 
described the plant, its blossom, and poll, 
containing the seed with the valuable fibre. 
He also spoke of the enemies of cotton, and 
especially the army worm, of whose ravages 
he gave striking examples. He also treated 


of the native cultivation and manufacture 
of cotton in Mexico and Central America, 
exhibiting a Navajo blanket. 


Tur American Erunovogicat Soctery. 
New York, Feb. 11, 1862.—This Society 
held their nineteenth ‘annual meeting on the 
above date, at the residence of the P1 resident, 
George Folsom, and the Corresponding See- 
retary presented several works received for 
the Society. 

The Recording Seer etary read portions of 
his annual report, in which, after alluding to 
the death of the late venerable Dr. Francis, 
and Mr. Nottbeck, Russian consul-general, 
he remarked that a number of new and val- 
uable members have been added to the So- 
ciety’s list within the past year, especially 
corresponding members in distant places ; 
that the publication of the Bulletin has been 
recommenced with good results; and that 
an encouraging prospect opens with the new 
year. 

A letter was read from Dr, Peter Wilson, 
chief sachem of the Six Nations, or Iroquois, 
a corresponding member of the Society, in 
which he consented to prepare a paper on 
the Conquest of the Eries by the Iroquois. 
He also alluded to the large and invaluable 
collection of Indian traditions which he has 
long been making from the old men of the | 
different tribes 

Mr. Squier exhibited the second number 


the presumption being | 


of the Society’s Bulletin, nearly completed 
and in type. 

The annual election then was held, and 
the following officers were re-elected : 

President—George Folsom. Vice-presi- 
dents—Thos. Ewbank and Charles P. Daly. 
Corresponding Secretary—E. G. Squier. 
Recording do.—Theodore Dwight. Treas- 
urer—Alex. Cotheal. ZLibrarian—George 
H. Moore. 

The President expressed his high appre- 
ciation of the honor conferred on him by 
his re-election, and his gratification at the 
continued and increasing zeal of the mem- 
bers in the interesting and important objects 
of the Society. He anticipated much prog- 
ress to be made in ethnological researches 
during the ensuing year, and saw with 
pleasure that foreign savants are directing 
more and more attention to that science. 
In Paris an association was formed a few 
months ago, whose first publication has been 
laid on the table, whose objects are equally 
divided between the East and America. In 
Aust — we shall hear from Consul Loosey, 
long and deep study has been given to the 
ethnology of that empire; and the Society 
of Northern Antiquaries continue to send 
us proofs of their unremitting labors. 

The President expressed the gratification 
shared by him with the other members, in 
welcoming back General Herran from New 
Granada, whom he invited to communicate 
to the Society any thing which he might 
have learned during his absence. 

General Herran then said (in Spanish) 
he deeply felt the kindness of the President’s 
remarks, that he had been prevented by the 
war in his country from prosecuting ethno- 
logical inquiries; that he presented the mes- 
sage, transmitted by the Society, to the 
president of New Granada, and sent back 
his reply (which had not yet come to hand) ; 
but that he hoped hereafter to communicate 
some interesting facts formerly obtained by 
him in Peru. 

While in the auxiliary army in Pern, 
under Bolivar, in 1824-6, he was astonished 
at the size, position, and strength of ancient 
fortresses, whose remains he saw, the works 
| of the Indians; and also of the ‘aqueducts, 
_by means of which they had fertilized large 
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tracts of country near the sea-coast, by irri- | 
gation, in districts where no rain ever falls, 
The valley of Nasa excited his particular 
attention, “where, by great skill and labor, the | 
natives had converted a waste, naturally as | 
barren as the Sahara of Africa, into a region | 
of the highest fertility, celebrated for the 
finest grapes in South America, 

Gen. Herran also examined ancient graves 
in some of the dry districts of Peru, in ‘which | 
bodies had been preserved, with various ar- 
ticles of dress, weapons, &e., of dates ante- 
rior to the arrival of the Spani: urds, 

Mr. Loosey then read the first part of his 
paper on the races of Austria; after intorm- 
ing the Society that it was merely a brief| 
abstract of the great work of that distin-| 
guished Austrian savant, Karl Freiherre | 
Czoernig, the “ Ethnography of the Austri- | 
an Empire,” published at Vienna, in 1857. 

On motion of Dr. Gajani, the Society | 


passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Loosey rn 


his very able and interesting paper. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Tur N 
puta.— Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 1861.—Mr. 
Mickley announced the death of Mr. James 
Hall, of Allentown, Pa., late honorary mem- 


ber of the Society, and gave the following | 


sketch of his life: 

James Hall, of Allentown, Pa., was born 
at Lititz, Lancaster county, Pa., on August 
23,1773. At an early age he left that place 
and went to Bethlehem, where he lived for 
a number of years; for the 
thirty-tive years he resided at Allentown. He 
led a private life, excepting six years, in which 
he held the office of register of wills and re- 
corder, in Lehigh county. To this office 
he was appointed by Gov. Wolf. After his 


retirement from office he devoted his time to | 
for the latter he | 


literature and numismaties ; 
had a particular fondness, not only to collect 
coins, but more particularly to study them. | 


Probably no other individual in this coun- | 
try possessed a better knowledge of the | 


science than he did. He corresponded with 


some distinguished numismatists of Europe 
Ife commenced collecting 


on the subject. 


YumiIsMATIC Society OF PHILADE L-| 


last thirty or | 
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coins w ets he was but fifteen years of age 
|—in 1788. His collection was not large, 
| but very choice. In consequence of losing 
his sight, in 1853, he sold his collection for 
| $850; and also sold his Numismatic Libra- 
iry. He was a man of sound judgment, an 
| extraordinary memory, and of an unblem- 
ished character. 

He died November 26, 1861, aged eighty- 
eight years, three months, and three days. 





RHODE ISLAND. 


tnuopE Istanp Historicat Sociery.— 

Pr ovidence, Jan. 21, 1862.—The annual 

meeting of this Societ} y was held at the Cab- 
| inet, in Waterman-street, on the above date, 

the President in the chair. The Secretary 
|read the proceedings of the last annual 
| meeting. 

Nineteen members were present. 

The annual reports of the Librarian and 
Cabinet Keepers of the Northern and South- 
}ern Departments were read. 
| The Treasurer presented his annual re- 

| port of receipts and expenditures. 

Dr. Collins, from a committee appointed 
at a former meeting to examine the records 
and determine who were members, made a 
| report, by which it appears that the present 
membership of the Society comprises one 
hundred and forty-two persons. 

Donations were announced from various 
sources. On motion of Rev. E. M. Stone, 
the thanks of the Society were voted for 
the very acceptable donations. 

Letters were read from Rev. T. 8. Drown 
and Wm. Dobbin, Esq. 

Judge Staples, Hon. S. G. Arnold, and 
Thomas A. Doyle, Esq., were appointed a 
committee to confer with the family of the 
late Mr. Danforth, with the view of obtain- 
ing his manuscripts for the archives of the 
Society. 

Dr. Usher Parsons exhibited a silver- 
hilted sword worn by Gen, Pepperell at the 
siege of Louisburg. 

A free conversation was had in reference 
to collecting portraits of officers and soldiers 
of the Rhode Island troops. 

Permission was given to Charles F, Til- 


| 
| 
| 
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linghast to copy the portrait of Hon, Theo- 
dore Foster. 

The following gentlemen were elected of- 
ficers for the ensuing year: 

President — Albert G. Greene. First | 
Vice-president—Samuel G. Arnold. Second | 
do.—George A. Brayton. Sec’y—Sidney 
S. Rider. Zreasurer—Welcome A. Green. | 
Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, Northern 
Department—Eadwin M. Stone. Do. South- 
ern Department—B. B. Howland, Newport. 
Com. on Membership—Edwin M. Stone, 
Wm. Gammell, John A. Howland. Audit. 
do.—Awmherst Everett, William R. Helme. 
Com. on Building and Grounds.—Albert | 
G. Greene, Henry W. Lothrop, John A. 
Howland. Com. on Lectures—Sidney 8. 
Rider, Thomas A. Doyle, Wm. H. Helme. 
Cor. Editor Hist. Mag.—Sidney 8. Rider. 





Hotes and Queries. 


NOTES. 


Lerrer oF Mr. Bancrorrt on THE Ex-| 
CHANGE OF PRISONERS DURING THE AMER- 
1caN War oF INpDEPENDENCE.—We are | 
most happy to lay before our readers, | 
though not in the General Departinent, 
where it properly belongs, the following | 
letter, prepared for our columns, and ad- 
dressed to the President of the New York 
Historical Society : 

New York, Feb. 14, 1862. 

My pear Mr. Brapisu: The interest 
that attaches to the question of the exchange 
of prisoners between our loyal armies and 
the infatuated men still engaged in hopeless 
rebellion, has led me to look up the princi- 
ples adopted by Great Britain in our war of 
independence. Not that there is any anal- | 
ogy between our war for independence, 
which was forced upon us by a wrongful | 
policy, and the transient insurrection effect- | 
ed by a few desperate men in the States 
which knew the general government only | 
by its benefits; but George the Third was | 
devoted to the maintenance of the regal au- | 
thority with the intensest bigotry, and by! 
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his narrow mind our ancestors were reputed 
guilty of treason in its worst form. The 
precedents which he established may there- 
fore be received as no derogation from bis 
claim to sovereignty, and where they incline 
to mercy, they may be invoked as worthy 
of our consideration. To that end, leaving 
aside the vast number of papers on inci- 
dental questions, I ask to bring betore the 
New York Historical Society the few docu- 
ments which show precisely the rule that 
was adopted, and to trace it from its source, 


On the 13th of August, 1775, Gage, in a 


| letter to Washington, refused to accord to 


the Americans whom he had taken, the 
rights of prisoners of war, saying, with the 
insolence which he thought would be ac- 
ceptable at court: 


General Gage to General Washington. 
* August 13, 1775. 

“ Britons, ever pre-eminent in mercy, have 
outgone common examples and overlooked 
the criminal in the captive. Upon these 
principles your prisoners, whose lives by the 
law of the land are destined to the cord, 
have hitherto been treated with care and 
kindness, and more comfortably lodged than 
the king’s troops in the hospits ils; indis- 
crimin: ately, it is true, for I acknow ledge no 
rank that is not derived from the king. ” 


But Great Britain was unable to carry on 
the war with troops levied from her own 
sons, The ministry entered upon measures 
for obtaining recruits and mercenaries from 
Germany ; and Sir Joseph Yorke, minister 


| at the Hague, was asked to give his advice 


on the subject. In his reply, he represent- 


ed the necessity of adopting a system of ex- 
| 
changes : 


Sir Joseph Yorke to Secretary Weymouth, 
“From tHe Haour, September 5, 1775. 
“ First, as to the procuring Recruits from 


/Germany, I really think that if it is not in- 


convenient to His Majesty to afford us the 
necessary assistance in his Electoral Domin- 
ions, we may be furnished with recruits to 
any number, and at a tolerable easy rate. 
I have been lately engaged in much discus- 
sion and enquiry about the pr: acticability of 
such a plan, at the request of Lord Barring: 
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ton, and in concert with Gen, Keppel, to | 
whom His Lordship likewise applied, and as | 
he is now upon his return to England, he | 
will be able and willing to give your Lord- 
ship all the information possible upon this 
subject, for he understands it thoroughly. 

“ Secondly, as to the military force which 
princes upon the continent may be engaged 
to supply in the course of the present con- 
test between Great Britain and her colonies ; 
that is a point of a much more difficult and 
extensive discussion. I am to take it for 
granted that such troops so demanded, 
would be only meant to serve in Europe; 
for I must beg leave to mention an anec- 
dote, relative to the Hessian Troops in Scot- 
land, in 1745, which was very embarrassing. 
I mean the difficulty made by them to com- 
bat our only enemy, the rebels, for want of 
a cartel for the exchange of prisoners, : 
point impossible for us to grant, because we 
could not treat upon it with rebels, which 
made the late Duke of Cumberland (whilst 
the few who knew it were enjoined to se- 
crecy) get rid of them as fast as he could, 
and never attempt to bring them to action. 
I am afraid, was it ever intended to send 
such troops to America, we should not find | 
them more pliable there than in Europe, 
and their fears would still be greater, as the 
objects and the ideas they would give rise | 
to would be all new.” 


Meantime, the successes of Montgomery | 
in Canada had secured many prisoners of | 
distinction. Congress was anxious for the 
liberation of Col. Ethan Atlen, who had 
been maltreated, and came, among others, 
to the following resolutions ; 

* December 2, 1775. 

“ Resolved, That an exchange of prison- 
ers will be proper, citizens for citizens, offi- 
cers for officers of equal rank, and soldier 
for soldier, 

“The Congress being informed that Mr. | 
Ethan Allen, who was taken prisoner near | 
Montreal, is confined in irons on board of a 
vessel in the river St. Lawrence: 

“ Resolved, That General Washington be 
directed to apply to General Howe on this 
matter, and desire that he may be ex- 
changed.” 
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In obedience to these resolutions, Wash- 
ington, on the 18th of December, 1775, 
wrote to Howe, complaining that Colonel 
Ethan Allen had been thrown into irons 
and treated like a felon, and threatening re- 
taliation. To this letter he added the fol- 
lowing postscript; * 


Postscript of a Letter from General Washington 
to General Howe. 
* December 18, 1775. 
“Tf an exchange of prisoners taken on 
each side in this unnatural contest is agreea- 
ble to General Howe, he will please to sig- 
nify as much to his most obedient, &c,.” 


To this insinuation, Howe at that time 
returned no answer, On the following day 
he wrote to Lord George Germain, as fol- 
lows: 


General Howe to Lord George Germain. 


** December 19, 1775. 

“Mr, Washington, commanding the rebel 
army, presuming upon the number and rank 
of the prisoners in his possession, has threat- 
ened retaliation in point of treatment to any 
prisoners of theirs in our power, and pro- 
poses an exchange, which is a circumstance 
I shall not answer in positive terms, nor 
shall I enter upon such a measuye without 
the King’s orders.” 


Before this letter reached England, the 
question had been decided. Treaties with 
the kinglings of Germany for mercenary 
troops having been signed, and numerous 
recruits having been enlisted at the various 
recruiting stations which the British gov- 


‘ernment kept open in the German empire, 


and the time for the embarkation of the 
troops having come, Lord George wrote to 
General Howe: 


Lord George Germain to General Howe, 
“ February 1, 1776. 
“This letter will be entrusted to the care 
of the commander of His Majesty’s ship 
Greyhound, who will also deliver up to you 
the officers of the privateer fitted out by 
the rebels, under a commission from Con- 
gress, and taken by one of Admiral Graves? 


squadron, The private men have all volun- 
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tarily entered thomacives on board his Maj- | 
esty’s ships, but the officers having refused | 

s0 to do, it has been judged fit to send them 

back to America, for the same obvious rea- 
sons that induced the sending back the rebel 
wrisoners, taken in arms, upon the attack of 
fontreal, in September last. 

“It is hoped that the possession of these 
prisoners will enable you to procure the re- 
lease of such of his Majesty’s officers and 
loyal subjects as are in the disgraceful situa- 
tion of being prisoners to tlre rebels: for 
although it cannot be that you should enter 
into any treaty or agreement with rebels 
for a regular cartel for exchange of prison- 
ers, yet I doubt not but your own discretion 
will suggest to you the means of effecting 
such exchange without the king’s dignity 
and honor being committed, or His Majesty’s 
name used in any negotiation for that pur- 
pose; and I am the more strongly urged to 
point out to you the expediency of such a 
measure, on account of the possible difficul- 
ties which may otherwise occur in the case 
of foreign troops serving in North America. 


I am, &e.” 





Howe’s letter of the 19th of December, 
°75, was received by Lord George Germain 
on the 6th of February; but it required no 
attention, for it had been fully answered by 
the letter of the Ist of Febr uary. 

Meantime the siege of Boston had been 
pressed, and Howe was driven out of New 
England. It was at Halifax that, on the 
11th of May, he received the Secretary's 
letter, directing exchanges of prisoners to be 
made, and he took it with him to New 
York harbor. 

Soon after the arrival of Lord Howe, 
General Howe made an overture to Wash- 
ington, by letter, on the subject of their re- 
spective treatment of prisoners ; the attempt 
at correspondence failed from an error in 
form; but on the 20th of July, Paterson, 
his adjutant- -general, formally "announced 
that now Gen. Howe had authority to 
accede to a proposal of exchanging Govern- 
or Skene for Mr. Lovell. As much time 
had elapsed since the proposal was made, 
Washington reserved the subject for the 
decision of Congress. 
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* July 22, 1776. 

“The Congress took into consideration 
the report of the committee respecting an 
exchange of prisoners: Whereupon, 

? Resolved, That the commander-in-chief 
in each department be empowered to nego- 
tiate an exchange of prisoners in the follow- 
ing manner: One continental officer for 
one of the enemy of equal rank, either in 
the land or sea service, soldier for soldier, 
sailor for sailor, and one citizen for another 
citizen. 

“That each State hath a right to make 
any exchange they think proper, for prison- 
ers taken from them or by them.” 


July 24, 1776. 
“ Resolved, That General Washington be 
empowered to agree to the exchange of 
Governor Skene for Mr, James Lovell.” 


Washington sent to Lieutenant-general 
Howe a letter, July 30, 1776, conforming 
to these votes; and on the first of August, 
General Howe, addressing his letter to 
Washington in his capacity as general, 
wrote as follows: 


General Howe to General Washington. 
* August 1, 1776 

“Wishing sincerely to give relief to the 
distresses of all prisoners, I shall readily 
consent to the mode of exchange which you 
are pleased to propose, namely, ‘ Officers for 
officers of equal rank, soldier for soldier a 
citizen for citizen,’ the choice to be made 
by the respective commanders for their own 
officers and men, You must be sensible 
that deserters cannot be included in this 
arrangement ; and for the mode of exchange 
in the Naval line, I beg leave to refer you 
to the Admiral.” 


This is the way in which a system for the 
exchange of prisoners was established. Dur- 
ing the progress of hostilities, various inci- 
dental discussions and interruptions took 
place, as for example: it was questioned 
whether stragglers were to be considered 
as prisoners of war; whether exchanges 
should be immediate after captivity. When 
Lee was taken, Howe regarded him as a 
deserter; and in this way exchanges were 
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checked, till the government directed tes 
to be treated as a prisoner of war. When 
the army of Burgoyne surrendered, a difli- 
culty arose respecting the validity of the 
convention, unless it should be ratified by 
the authority of the king; but essentially 
the rule of proceeding remained unchanged 
during the War of Independence, as estab- 
lished on the part of Britain by the letter 
of Lord George Germain, of February 1, 
1776. 

There is a point in that letter to which I 
wish particularly to call your attention. In 
the direction for effecting exchanges, no 
distinction whatever is made between cap- 
tives taken on board privateers, and captives 
taken in battle or in garrison. It even hap- 
pened, that the first opportupity for enter- 
ing upon exchanges is stated by the secretary 
himself to proceed from the possession of 
prisoners “ taken from a privateer, fitted out | 
by the rebels, under a commission from | 
Congress.” Our government need not fear 
to be as forbearing as Lord George Ger- | 
main and George the Third. 

But on this subject of privateering, I beg 
leave to add one single suggestion. ‘ Let-| 
ters of marque,” says Heifter, and there is 
no better authority, “are a legacy of the 
middle age and of its system of reprisals,” 
and he regretted that the barbarous prac- 
tice had- not been renounced. By the fa- 
mous declaration of the 16th of April, 1856, | 
privateering was abolished forever alike by | 
Britain and by France, and so many powers | 
gave their adhesion tothe declaration, that, to 
use the words of Heffter’s French translator, 
“it can henceforward be regarded as the gen- 
eral law of Europe.” This being the case, 
the right of continuing the system can be- 
long only to those powers which were in 
possession of it when the declaration was | 
made, and which have not acceded to the} 
declaration. It does not follow that a new 
power coming into existence subsequent to 
that declaration has a right to resort to the 
system. The application of this view to our | 
present unhappy domestic strife is obvious. | 
Since the United States have forborne the use 
of privateers, the privateers of the insurgents 
ought not to have been admitted at all into 
the harbors of France or England, or other 





powers who were parties to the noble dec- 
laration of April, 1856. 
I remain, my dear Mr. Bradish, 
iver yours, very truly, 
GrorGeE Bancrort. 
Lutuaer Brapisu, LL.D., 
President of the N. Y. Historical Society. 





British ImpressMENT OF AMERICANS. 

—The Honesdale (Pa.) Democrat, gives the 
following from Mr. Samuel Dean, well 
known in that place: 


*T was born in Mile Square, Westchester 
county, N. Y., in 1792. April 16, 1810, I 


| sailed from the port of New York, in the 


schooner Playmate, of Boston, Mass., for 
Tunis, on the Mediterranean. When oft 
the port of Ceuta, on the African coast, we 
were overhauled by the British frigate Re- 
sistance, commanded by a son of Lord Ex- 
mouth. A boat from the frigate came 


| alongside with a crew of armed men, and I 


was forcibly transferred to the Resistance. 
From the Resistance I was taken on board 
the Albion, 74, and afterwards on board the 
Donegal, 74. I was compelled to serve five 
years and more, getting my discharge at 
Spithead, after the battle of Waterloo, My 
name will be found on the records of Som- 
erset House and of Greenwich Hospital, 
“Samuren, Dean.” 


Connecticut Parrr Monry (From the 
Hartford Daily Courant, Feb. 1, 1862).— 
The first issue of paper money by Connecti- 
cut was dated July 12, 1709, and occasioned 
by the expense of the preparations for the 
intended expedition against Canada; the 
bills were to pass out of the treasury at the 
value expressed, and to be received again 
in all public payments at an advance of five 
per cent,, and at the same time a rate of ten- 
pence on the pound was granted, for the 
purpose of drawing in the bills in two years, 

As gold and silver were very scarce, these 
bills were of great public convenience, fur- 
nishing, as they did, almost the only medi- 
um of trade, and, it being an easy way to 
make money, thenceforward from time to 
time the Assembly put out new amounts, 
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always, however, laying at the same time | mained invariable, perm manent, and stable, 
taxes for their redemption, and as the bills| and that the issues prior to 1762, except a 
came back into the treasury they were de-! small sum emitted in 1761, had been called 
stroyed. For a time the bills maintained | in and discharged by taxes and by the money 
their credit very well, but the public neces-| granted in Parliament. From this date to 
sities, on account of various wars, being so the Revolution there could have been no 
pressing, the circulating medium was so | depreciation, the issues being so small, only 
largely i increased that it was depreciated by | £34,000 in eleven years, not more than 
an inevitable law, and when new emissions | enough to supply a medium of circulation, 
were required, they issued at the depreciated | and considerable amounts being burned ev- 
rate. In 1733 an ounce of silver was worth | ery year by the auditors of the treasury. 
twenty shillings; in 1752, it was equivalent} From January, 1775, to January, 1780, 
to fifty shillings old tenor, by which is meant | there were emitted £280,250. This amount 
the bills issued before 1740. The new tenor | was not in circulation at any one time ; how- 
bills, which came out in that year, were to| ever, at the close of this period they had 
pass current at the rate of eight shillings depreciated at the rate of forty for one. 
per ounce of silver, but did not maintain! In 1780, £190,000 were emitted to supply 
that value long. T he French war and the| | the exigencies of government and to answer 
expedition to Louisburg occasioned large | certain requisitions of the United States, 
emissions, and when Parliament reimbursed | These bills promised payment in 1784 and 
the colony for a portion of the expense, the | 1785 in Spanish milled dollars, or other coins 
bills of credit were directed to be exchanged | equivalent, at the rate of six shillings for 
at the treasury at the rate of one ounce of | the dollar, and bore interest at five per cent. 
silver for every fifty-eight shillings and eight- |The last issue was dated July 1, 1780. A 
pence, old tenor; and new tenor bills were | fund was provided for their redemption, and 
computed ‘at one shilling for three shillings the Legislature declared that they were 
and sixpence of the old. founded upon the most indubitable princi- 

The effect of this fluctuating currency | ples of public credit, and ought to be regard- 
upon the public morals was decidedly bad ; 'ed accordingly. They were made a Tegal 
it encouraged speculation, and opened a| tender, but this was repealed in February, 
door for many frauds. 11781. These bills continued in circulation 

An account of the amount of bills of credit | for some time. In 1788, it was estimated 
issued and withdrawn by taxes in each year | that £28,000 were still outstanding, but 
from 1710 to 1740, is preserved, at which | they were gradually absorbed into the treas- 
latter date the amount outstanding was | ury, by the payment of taxes and other pub- 
£39,333 6s. |lic dues, and then destroyed. 

In 1751, an act of Parliament was passed; In October, 1798, the Legislature directed 
restraining the New England colonies from | that all evidences of the public debts, among 
issuing paper money, and forbidding it to; which were enumerated bills of credit, 





be made a legal tender, 

No bills of credit were issued between 
1746 and 1755, when a small amount came 
out, promising that the possessor should re- 
ceive from the treasurer of the colony so 


many shillings lawful money by the Ist of 


May, 1758. By lawful money was meant 
silver at the rate of six shillings for a Span- 
ish milled dollar, according to the proclama- 
tion of Queen Anne in 1704. 

From a report made for the information 
of the Lords of Trade, we learn that the 
value of the bills from 1755 to 1764 had re- 


should be brought in to be discharged by 
the 4th of March then next, or payment 
should be barred. The time for presenting 
them was extended in May, 1799, until 
April Ist, 1800. The whole amount of bills 
brought in by these acts was £1,233 2s.; 
they were paid at par. Small amounts were 
subsequently brought in by special acts of 
the General Assembly, A statement of the 
nominal public debt appeared from year to 
year in the comptroller’s report until 1842, 

after which it was omitted; in this state- 
ment the bills of credit are computed at 
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$1281.57. So lately as 1853, some of the| 
bills emitted before 1780 were redeemed at 

par, under authority of a resolution passed 

in 1811. Cc. J. H. 


A Woman ELECTED JUSTICE OF THE| 
Prace.—One of the first settlers of Cadiz, | 
Harrison county, Ohio, was Old Granny | 
Young, who was subsequently elected jus- 
tice of the peace. But as the laws of Ohio | 
did not recognize women’s rights, she was 
compelled to ‘forego the pleasure of serving 
her constituents (who had so elected her in 
a fit of hilarity) in that office. The old lady 
was much thought of on account of her 
good deeds, and a few years ago died re- 
gretted by all who kuew her. 

FRANK BUCKEYE, 


QUERIES. 

SrePHEN Drivinets.—What was the 
origin of Stephen Drivinels, who was ad- 
mitted freeman of Coventry, Rhode Island, 
in 1757? 

The name is so spelled in the colonial 
records, 

PROVIDENCE, 


Feb., 1862. 





small moment; but as I have lived fifty 
years in the United States, in large inter- 
course with people of every degree of cul- 
ture, and never heard the word “ Britisher” 
used, I would like to know where it has a 
local currency? It must be somewhere 
along shore, that those captains picked it 
up. Ihave met with the word in tales of 
the olden time, but it was always put into 
the mouths of persons of no education. 
J. 


CommoporE Joun Manty.—The Con- 
tinental Congress having proceeded, on the 
17th of April, 1776, to the election of cap- 
tains for the two frigates building in Massa- 
chusetts Bay, William Manly and Isaac 
Cozneau, were elected, though the first 
name evidently involves an error. Golds 
borough mentions the appointment of 
John Manly as captaif in the regular ser- 
vice, Aug. 22, 1776, but I do not find a con- 
firmation of the statement; yet as the com- 
modore was at Philadel phi: idur ing the month 
of August, such visit may have been induced 
partly in order to correct the mistake rela- 
tive to his name, as also to further his own 


| precedence in the infant navy, then being 


established. The vessel which had been 
assigned to him received its name in June, 
and on the 18th of the following September, 


| the Massachusetts House of Representatives 


TamMany.—Quackenbos, in his “ School 
Ilistory of the United States,” speaks of 
'Tamanend as a Delaware chief and saint. 
Pray on what account is he called Saint, 
and is it from him, either as saint, or brave, 
we have the name Tammany [fall ? 


Britisners.—In the English WM. & Q. 
(2d Ser., xii., 116), Lewis Evans aftirms that 
he was, during a residence of two years in | 
the United St: ites, repeatedly addressed as a 
“ Britisher,” by educated persons; and in 
the same volune, p. 139, S. Redmond af- 
firms that he has met with a great many 





American “ gentlemen” and captains in the 
mercantile navy: that the Americans, one 
-_ all, in conversation, always address us 

“You Britishers.” The matter is of 


|resolved to “furnish a sufficient number of 


guns, provided they can be obtained by 
purchase or otherways, for the Continental 
frigate called the Hanecoc :k, John Manly, 


| commander, and which ship is built to carry 
| thirty 7 : guns, » &e. 


Oct. 76. —Congr ess, upon the report 
of the Mi arine Committee, determined the 
rank of captains in the navy: James Nich- 
olson, of the Virginia, 28 guns, being first ; 
and John Manly, of the Hancock, 32 guns, 
second, Still however Josiah Bartlett, writ- 
ing to John Langdon, from Philadelphia, 
but a few days subsequent, observes: “ The 
rank of the captains is settled, Captain 
Thompson is the sixth. Captain Manley is 
uneasy about his being the third, and has 
desired leave to resign; whether his resig- 
nation will be accepted, or his rank altered, 
I am uncertain, Capt. Manley and Roche 
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are got pretty hearty again as to their 
health.” 

Manly had previvasly held command un- 
der General Washington, his commission 


bearing date Oct. 24, 1775, on the 28th of 
which month he aailed on his first cruise in 


the schooner Lee, which had been fitted 
out at Marblehead or Beverly, with a crew 
from Col. Glover’s regiment. On the Ist 
of January, 1776, he took command of the 
schooner Hancock, and was appointed com- 
modore over the few armed craft. then 
scouring the waters of New England from 
Boston to Portsmouth. During the follow- 
ing May, having declined another cruise, he 
was succeeded in command of the schooner 
by Capt. Samuel Tucker, 

Commodore Manly died at Boston, Feb. 
42, 1793, 4.60. Can any of the numerous 
readers of the Magazine furnish some de- 

tails of his life previous or subsequent to the 
Revolution, or of the charges brought 
against him at the close of the war? 

I, J. G. 


REPLIES. 


Tuomas’s Atmanack (vol. vi., p. 69).— 


The tradition stated by “Shawmut,” in the | 
last number of the Historical Magazine, as | 


to the cause of the success of this almanac 

since 1788, 

‘named. No such entry, as to the weather, 

is made in June, July, or August of that 

year, or in the same months of the years 

1787 or 1788. E. E. B. 
Kennesunk, Feb. 7, 1862. 


Anotrnrer Repty.—“ Shawmut” is in- 
formed that the words, “ hail, rain, and 
snow,” are not set against any day in Isaiah 
Thomas’s Almanac for the year 1788. 
Against Sunday, July 13, is simply the 
word, “some,” being a part of the sentence, 
“Rain | with | some | Thunder,” extending 
from the 9th to the 14th of that month, 

I have the impression that the anecdote 
is much older than the above date; and 
that it did not originate on this side of the 
Atlantic. DELTA. 


has no foundation in the fact | 
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GreneraL Hanp’s Famiry (vol. vi., p- 
58).—I have seen it stated that General 
Hand married Miss Katherine Ewing, a 
| niece of the Hon. Joseph Yeates, afterwards 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
Gen. Hand went to Lancaster, Pa., to reside, 
in March, 1774, and was married in March, 
1775. Mrs. Bethel, a daughter of General 
Hand, was residing in Lancaster, in April, 
1844, A. ¥. M. 

Puiap., Feb., 


1862. 


Tomato (vol. vi., p. 836).—I have an im- 





pression that the tomato was introduced 
into the United States by the fugitives from 
San Domingo in 1793, some of whom came 
to Philadelphis 1, and others to Alexandria, 
in Virginia. My father resided in the lat- 
ter city prior to 1806, and during that resi- 
dence learned to use the fruit; so that, on 
removing to another county, he cultivated 
it there. oi: Bs 
Ursana, Ohio, Jan., 1862. 


Tue Rain Water Docror (vol. v., pp. 
252, 350; vi., p. 70).—I rather like a deci- 





ded statement, especially when it is decided 
in effect ; but « Johnte” is decidedly wrong 
in reference to the “Rain Water Doctor.” 
Doctor Plinth was the eighth son of Mahlon 
Plinth, a well-known Methodist “ shouter” 
or exhorter, of Randolph, Mass., and Mary 
Byles Bean, a grand-daughter of Martha 
Byles, and an ancestor, I believe, of Mr. M. 
Dudley Bean, of the city of New Yor k. 

Doctor Plinth was honest, as will appear 
from the following epitaph on his tomb at 
North Dedham, Mass.: 


“Here Lies 
All that is mortal of 
Ocravius Puinrn, M.D. 
His goodness surpassed most of his fellow 





men, and his home is in heaven.” 
J. M, FULLERLYE, 


ANcIENT Corns FOUND IN THIS CoUN- 
TRY (vol. v., p. 314).—In 1856 a copper coin- 
was found in a coal mine on the farm of Mr 








1862. ] 





Jehu Poulson, in Silos county, Ohio. 
On one side was an Indian head with a 
crown of feathers, and on the other a cross. 
It was near the mouth of the mine, but 


placed by nature. I do not remember what 
letters, if any, were on it; but a full descrip- 
tion of it was published at the time in the 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 

FRANK BUCKEYE, 


Tue Earuiest SerrtemMent iN New Ene- 
LAND (vol. vi., p. 25).—It was not at Pema- 
quid, but near Hunnewell’s Point, on the 
west side of the mouth of the Kennebec; 
and consisted of “fifty houses therein, be- 
sides a church and a storehouse,” erected in 
1607, under Capt. George Popham, where 
the first sermon heard on the shores ot New 
England, as known on the map of Capt. 
John Smith, was delivered by “ Richard 
Seymour, preacher,” thirteen years before 
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| they had passed, 


imbedded in the solid coal, apparently where | but it is a matter of deep and serious con- 
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thoes ntent portion with the government, 


and look upon this struggle as an attack on 
the South similar to that through which 
This was doubtless wrong, 


sideration to the statesman. Doctor Brown- 


'son did much and does mueh to counteract 


this fatal apathy ; and his articles, however 
opinions may differ as to points or theories 


|contained in them, have the true ring of 


patriotic devotion to the government, which 
should be the only feeling among us. 


No. 129. 
Boston: 1862. mn 


The Christian Examiner. 
1862. 


Jan., 


Tus long-established review opens a new 
year, well sustaining its past reputation, 
Like most of the periodicals of the day it 
discusses our present state of affairs, and its 


|leading article is “The Sword in Ethics.” 


|The other 


the landing of the Puritans on Plymouth | 


ix., Maine Hist. Coll., vol. lii., pp. 301, 308.) 
B. 


Hotes on Books. 
Brownson’s Quarterly Review. 
1862. New York: 1862. 


Tis Review begins its nineteenth volume 
with some changes in its character, or rather 


January, 


in the mode of conducting it, which must | 


make it more generally acceptable. While 
still remaining a Catholic review, it is to be, 
we infer, less philosophical and theological, 


and more general in its character, giving | 


more space to political and national ques- 
tions. 

During the past year the review has been 
manly, outspoken, and devoted in its sup- 
port of the Government; while the Catholic 
press of the North was generally timid 


the pastors unheard. It would seem as 
though the recent existence of a political 
party avowedly hostile to them, had made 


,| graphical execution. 
lukewarm, and uncertain, and the voice of 





Rock. —(Str AG they, Historie of Travaile, ¢. | that chronicle, 


articles are “ Bernay’s Chronicle 
of Sulpitius Severus,” in which the value of 
as resuming lost historical 
works, is examined; “The Mind’s Maxi- 
mum,” a most necessary article; -“ Mrs. 
Browning,” “ Milman’s History of Latin 
Christianity,” “Passages from the Life of 
Schleiermacher,” and the “ Review of Cur- 
rent Literature.” 


A Literal Reprint of the Bay Psalm 
Book ; being the earliest New England 
Version of the Psalms, and the first 
book printed in America, Fifty copies 
for subscribers. Cambridge: Printed for 
Charles B. Richardson, New York, 1862. 
12mo, vii., 295 pp. 


Tue Bay Psalm Book, prepared under the 
supervision of Rev. Richard Mather, Rev. 
Thomas Weld, and Rev. John Eliot, and 
printed in 1640, at Cambridge, by Stephen 


| Daye, is a great curiosity in itself, and from 


the fact of its having been the first work 
printed in English America. It is, there- 
fore, American in its composition and typo- 
It has naturally be- 
come a work of extremest rarity, a copy, 
and the only one sold of late years, having 
produced over five hundred dollars. Of 
this curious work, intrinsically curious as a 
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metrical version of the Psalms, it was a hap-|Sextius the Pythagorean, Oken, Goethe 


py thought to reprint a few copies in the 
same spot where the pioneer printer, nearly 
two and a quarter centuries before, had set 
up the original. Mr, Houghton has given 
the work all the care for which his River- 
side press has acquired so just a name, and 
has made a reprint such as few perhaps 
have equalled in accuracy. The orthogra- 
phy, pointing, spacing, irregular justitica- 
tion, broken type, inverted or wrong letters, 
and errors of the compositor and pressman 
in the infant colony, have all been accurate- 


ly copied, and but for the sharper outline of 


type and superior presswork, a copy of the 
reprint fifty years hence may puzzle judges 
to decide whether it is not a genuine Bay 
Psalm Book. It is a most wonderful speci- 
men of how well the Riverside Press can do 
bad work. Many may think such accuracy 
ill-bestowed; but to be a reprint as show- 
ing the actual state of typography, it was 
necessary. 

The volume has at its close its list of fifty 
subscribers, taking up all the copies, The 
reprint, albeit fresh from the press, is not to 
be had; and doubtless many in New Eng- 
land will now seek in vain to secure so cu- 
rious a volume, for the New England sub- 
scribers do not constitute half the list. 


The Philobiblion ; a monthly catalogue and 
literary journal, G. P. Philes & Co., 
51 Nassau-street. Nos. 1-3. Price $2 
per annum, 


Tuts new journal, which fearlessly comes 
forward in the worst of times, has a far 
higher merit than its curious form and fea- 
ture. A magazine in the type of other days 
and on India paper, is in itself a curiosity. 
In its plan it embraces literary essays, and 
critical notices of rare, curious, and valua- 
ble books. 
important library sales, and the publisher’s 
catalogue, complete the number, The arti- 
cles of the three numbers are: Walpole’s 

Notes on Bayle’s Dictionary, Les Libres Pré- 
cheurs, The Republick of Letters vs. Disra- 
eli, Le Cosmopolite, Reynolds’ Inquiries 
concerning the Angelical Worlds, Quintus 


Notes and queries, accounts of 


—— 





and the Cranial Homologies, L’Excellence 


du Mariage. 


The Market Book ; containing an Histori- 
cal Account of the Public Markets in the 
Cities of New York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, and Brooklyn. With a brief de- 
scription of every article of Human Food 
sold therein; the introduction of cattle 
in America, and notices of many remark- 
able specimens. By Thomas F, De Voe, 
Member of the New York Historical So- 
ciety, &c. In two vols, Vol. I. New 
York: 1862. 8vo, 621 pp. 


Tuts is a most curious contribution to local 
history ; but when the history of the New 
York markets affords matter for a volume 
of over six hundred pages, it was well worth 
the writing, and the task could not have 
fallen into better hands than those of the 
painstaking, industrious, and discriminating 
author of this work, who proudly signs him- 
self “ Butcher,” in his preface to his literary 
labor. The matter is purely history of New 
York city; and in treating of the various 
markets, the author gives, to a considerable 
extent, the history of the city itself, especi- 
ally of its social life. 


Miscellany. 


Messrs. Putters & Co. announce a re- 
print of the “ Paradise of Dainty Devises ;” 
the edition to comprise 400 copies on small 
India paper, and 100 large. 


Dr. DuNNELL is preparing a “ Genealogy 
of the Dunnell Family,” to be published by 
©. B. Richardson & Co, 


A reprint of the “Proposed Book” is 
about to be issued, 


Mr. B. Surru has nearly ready an edition 
of Father Vega’s work on Sonora, and a 
Grammar of the Pima language. 
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